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attracting vessels to trade at this South- until my next opportunity which will be
Western seaport and to carry the ilmenite
to countries north and north-west of this
State. So I suggest that the Government
should leave no stone unturned to do all
it can to encourage exporters to ship goods
from this State on these vessels which are
new to this coastline and which are carry-
ing cargo to countries north and north-
west of uts.

On the one other matter that I will deal
with tonight I hope the Government will
spend some money, because the expendi-
ture will not represent a great sumn. I refer
to the Provision of a slipway at the port of
Eunbury in order that fishermen can effect
necessary repairs and attend to the regular
upkeep of their boats. A rather large fleet
of fishing boats operates from the port of
Bunbury. That fleet has not even scratch-
ed the fishing potential in the surrounding
waters and if the member for Gascoyne
was present in the Chamber now I am
confident he would agree with me when I
say that the potential of the fishing indus-
try in this State is colossal.

The Government has recently erected
a fish landing jetty in Sunbury. but I
feel that at the earliest Possible date
money should be spent on the provision
of a slipway to enable professional fisher-
men in that area to maintain their boats.
I grant that the Government supported
the Busselton fishermen in 1945 1 think
it was--

Mr. Hovel]: It was in 1947.

Mr. ROBERTS: Thank vou! Although
the Bunbury fishermen supported the Bus-
selton fishermen when they were pressing
for the provision of a slipway in Busselton,
the reason why they did so was that at
that time they had access to the slipway
in the estuary of Bunbury. They could go
there and use their own slipways that
were provided along the banks of the
estuary. However, in 1951, the plug was
put at the mouth of the estuary which
sealed it off, and, of course, the fishing
vessels could not enter the estuary mouth.

The Bunbury fishermen, and in many
cases, fishermen from the Fremantle area,
must have some facilities in order to service
their boats in Sunbury. I think it is the
responsibility of this Government to make
a slipway available at the earliest possible
date within the precincts of the Bunbury
Harbour because these fishermen spend
a great deal of money on diesel fuel and
petrol and I consider that they are right-
fully entitled to some funds being ex-
pended on a slipway in the Port of Bun-
bury.

As the hour is getting late I do not in-
tend to delay the House any longer. I
have many other matters that I wanted to
discuss tonight, but I must now leave them

during the debate ont the Estimates which
will be held at a, later period during the
session.

On motion by Mr. O'Brien, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.56 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE.

LANqDS.
Release for Settlement.

1. The Hon. J. MURRAY asked the
Minister for Railways:

In connection with the report of the
Forests flepartment for the year ended
the 30th June, 1957, where the Conservator
states, on Page 7, that over the past
12 Years the department had agreed
to release 1,327,235 acres of Crown land
and State forests for settlement and
leases, will he inform the House-

(a) the yearly total of releases?
(b) what area was_

(i) Crown lands;
0ii) State forests?

(c) what area was released for Govern-
ment land settlement schemes?

(d) in which areas was land made
available each year?



The MINISTER replied:
(a), (b) and (d)-asm per the following schedule.

Year 1 14r-40 k946-47 11947-48 1 1948-40 1 040-50 1 950-b1 1951-52 1952-53 1953414 1954-55 1955-50 19567 I-Total

stata
Forest ac. 407 250 24 2 443 104 1,147 119 231 O06 1,350 728 6,429)
crown
Laad ac. 12,945 10,051 123,199 184,997 37,458 58,353 54,121 61,00 652,340 24,939 4 L,904 60,439 1,821,W06

Total ac. 1362 10.301 123,223 188,017 37,901 58,457 5,268 61,119 662,57 1 25,545 438t4 01,167 1.327,285

District.. Albany Albany Albalty Albany Albay Albany Albany Albany Albany Albany Albany Albany
Husselton Buaseelto Buanelton Busseiton Bodding- Bodding- Bodding. Boddiag- Badding- Nadding- Cgkrinyab Bodding-

Collie Collie Bodding- Collie ton ton ton ton ton tonl Collie ton
narvty lDwel- ton Dale Collie Collie Collie Collie Colle Carinyah Orlmwade Collie
Jarrab- laup Collie Kalgoorle Dwel- Dale Dale DweI- Gimzwade liwel- Rtamey Dwal-

dae alooil Del Krra- Inogp Dwel- lDwet- Kigu algoorie Iloagup Jarrab- lingup
Xemet arnI IlgpUlen Jta-tlgp Iaup Orloiwde Karra- Knigoorlie dale Orlmwade

xirup gullea Jarrah- Kirup dale Jarrali- Kalgoorlie Kalgoorie loten KInaP Kalgoorie KnenI-
Ludlow Klrutep dale Kuikup Kalgoorie dale Karen- Karra- Krup Ludlow Kuihup sullen

Manluoup KWIjkup Kalgoorlie Ludlow Karra- Kalgoorlie 11 ae guld KuILkup Magrt Ludlow Kalgoorlie
Metro- Ludlow Karra- Man-inu guflen Vare- Crp Kirup Ludlow Mero- Margaret Kiup
polila at lu ule agre lu gullen Kulikup Kulikup Margaret pillan Metro- Knilup

Onn Magrt k-ll.np met- Kukup K rp Ludlow NEanjhnup Metro- Moo- politan Ludlow
da1n Mero- Kimlp poilan Ludlow Kullkup Margaret Margaret ptae darlng Mun I Magrt

Narrogl oitan Ludlow Mrning- Manjimup Ludlow Metro- Metro- Tun ;argn drn Manjinup
Peunber- Uon ng- iajimup ton Margaret MaUjinUp poia oI daring orith- Xargi eto

tn ton Hagr ula- Metro- Margaret Monn o rg- - Ollup ie ~ ot - politan
Nun Mero- dartn poi An etro- ton ton Naro= apl Ie Mrig

daring plitAn IaogN= Mo-ring- politan lion- Mun- Nlorth- Wuram- Pember- tanl
Hanaup orning- Pemnber- ton Morning- daring daring edIfe lng ton Man-
Nerrogin ton ton lion- ton ?4arrogln Narrogln Pember- Waipole daring
Willow- Mun- Willow- daring Mun- North- North- ton Yornu p Nannurdale daring dale ffannup daring cilife dlIfe Walpole Nro

Bann Narrogin Nannup Pemeber- Nyninug Yornup Nrh
N Peother- Narrogln ton Y!anrna elre

Femuber- ton Pembez- Willow- Walpole
ton Willow- ton dale Willow-

WuYri-. dale Willow- Yanmeb dale
Jag dale Yornup

younah
Yarnup

(c) A total area af 840,176 acres of Crown land was acQuired by the Commonwealth from the
State for the war service land settlement scheme, which was the only land settlement scheme in the
period mentioned. Of this area. 163.179 acres were subject to reference to the Forests Department.
Forest lands were made available between 1951 and 1955.
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SOUTH PERTH COMMUNITIY HOSPITAL
New Maternity Wing.

2. The Hon L. A. LOGAN asked the
Minister for Railways;

Have the residents of South Perth
districts been asked to contribute one-
third of the capital cost of the new matern-
ity wing for the South Perth community
hospital, which is to cost approximately
£20,000?

The MINISTER replied:
No, but the local people contributed

towards the capital cost of the original
construction which was completed in 1956.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Without them,
there would not have been any hospital.

No. 3. This Question was
Postponed.

EDUCATION,
Use o1 Junior and Leaving Certificate Fees.

4. The Hon, G. C. MacICINNON asked
the Minister for Railways;.

According to "The West Australian" of
the 16th August, it is estimated that 7,000
pupils will sit this year for the junior
certificate examination at a cost of £3 10s,
each. The same paper stated the estimated
number for leaving certificate as 2,000
pupils at a charge of £5 each. As these
figures show a total collection of £34,500
will the Minister advis-

(1) On what items is it anticipated
this money will be spent?

(2) Amounts budgeted for the various
items?

The MINISTER replied:
(I) This money received by the self-

supporting Public Examinations Board and
is spent by that body on conducting these
examinations. The main items of expendi-
ture are; salaries of secretary and staff;
examiners' remuneration; examination
supervision; printing and stationery; and
other expenditure, such as travelling, cart-
age, postage, rent and electricity.

(2) Main items in the 1957-58 Budget-
£

Salaries .... .. 8,400
Examiners' remuneration .... 12,000
Supervision and examination

centres' expenses ... ... 2,900
Printing and stationery -.. 3,000
other expenditure ... 2,.800

Total £.. 20,100

The total fees calculated on the figures
published in "The West Australian" assume
that all pupils sitting will be examined for
a complete certificate. Experience indi-
cates that this will not be so, as many
students sit for single subjects only.

In addition, the number sitting at this
stage is an estimate only, as entries have
not yet closed. Consequently, it is expected
that the actual fees received will be less
than those quoted In the Question.

In 1957, candidates' fees received by the
board totalled £25,000.

ONSLOW HOSPITAL.
Finalisation of Plans etc.

5. The Hon. W. F. WILLE.SEE asked
the Minister for Railways:

(1) Will the Minister concerned advise
whether plans have yet been finalised in
connection with the now urgently needed
new hospital for Onslow?

(2) As this building requires early com-
pletion, when does he expect to call
tenders?

The MINISTER replied;
A new site has been chosen for this

hospital and a contour survey has been
completed, Plans are to be prepared by
the Principal Architect and tenders will be
called as soon as practicable.

ADDRESS -IN-REPLY.
Sixth Day

Debate resumed from the previous day.
THlE HON. R. C. MATTISKE (Metro-

politan) (4.38]: I rise to speak in favour
of the motion for the adoption of the
Address- in-reply; but before doing so I
would like to join with other members
in offerin congratulations to you. Sir.
on assuming the Presidency of this
Chamber. At the same time I offer to
the retiring President thanks for all that
he did during his term of office.

I 'also offer congratulations to those
members who have been re-elected, and
to Mr. Abbey who has been elected as
a newcomer to this Chamber. While do-
ing so, I feel I should mention that in
losing Mr. Baxter many of us have lost
a personal friend; but that is one of the
penalties, if it may be termed such, of
entering politics.

Wish other speakers I would like to
join in offering my sympathy to the rela-
tives of the late Sir Harold Seddo'n, and
also to those of the late Hon. Harrie
Seward. I should also like to express my
sympathy to a member of this Chamber
who has had the misf ortune to lose his
mate during recent months. We have all
missed the Hon. Gilbert Fraser very
much, and I sincerely hope he will soon
be restored to health and will join us
here again.

There are two main matters on which
I wish to speak. The first may seem a
very ordinary matter to us, but to cer-
tamn children of this State, not only in
the metropolitan area but In other parts,
it is one of considerable Importance. I
raise the point here, not only on their
behalf but also in view of the principle
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involved. It concerns the very simple
question of the sale of soft drinks at
kiosks and shops near picture theatres in
the metropolitan area; and, no doubt, in
other places as well.

I have seen on many occasions, dur-
ing the interval between the pictures,
when the crowd usually leaves the theatre
and moves Into the neighbouring kiosk
for refreshments1 children and adults be-
ing charged full price for bottled drinks,
including the deposit on the bottle. Alter
they have consumed the contents on the
spot, and have endeavoured to regain
their deposit on the container, they have
been subjected to considerable humilia-
tion and embarrassment.

Something should be done by the Gov-
ernment to relieve the public of this, and
to put in their Place the people who are
responsible for it. If they have good
reasons for charging the deposit on the
container, then they should, without any
question or delay, or causing humiliation,
make a quick refund. Incidentally, that
refund is normally spent, with the addi-
tion of a few pennies in the purchase
of ice creams, sweets, etc. So in the long
run it all goes back to the shop owner.
At present, however, these people, through
their action, are forcing children to be
so embarrassed that they will not ask
for a refund of the deposit; rather than
do that, they leave the bottles lying
around on the counters of the shops.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is
general.

The Hon. R. C. MAfl ISKE: It is the
general attitude of owners of shops which
adjoin suburban picture theatres. I have
personally had my attention drawn to this
aspect and have also experienced it since,
rnot in one or two places, but in many
districts of the metropolitan area.

The other matter, on which I wish to
speak at some length, concerns something
which is of very definite importance to
this Chamber; to the State as a whole;
and, in fact, to the entire Australianeconomy. I refer to the proposal by the
Hawke Government to export to Japan
1,000,000 tons of iron ore and, collateral
to that, a proposal to establish another
charcoal iron Industry In this State.

Dealing with the first matter, I would
like to remind hon. members of the history
associated with it. It is simply that in
June. 1957. Mr. Hawke announced his pro-
posal to export to Japan 1,000,000 tons
of iron ore from Koolyanobbing. Sub-
sequently Mr. Hawke said that this would
produce £6,000,000 in 24 years, of which
the net profit would be U million. The
application was rejected by the Federal
Government through the Acting Prime
Minister (the Rt. H-on. Sir Arthur Fad-
den). Mr. Hawke then made a further
bid to export 1,000,000 torns of iron ore--
this time, not from Koolyanobbing. but
from a deposit at Tallering Peak.

Up to the present no reply has been
received to that approach to the Federal
Government, but I understand inquiries
are being made by that Government. At
no time has Mr. Hawke, in any Press
statement, disclosed figures showing how
the net profits for the export from
Koolyanobbing were calculated. Nor has
he made any statement regarding the
proposed exPort from Taliering Peak, nor
details of the ruining methods to be em-
ployed or the manner of transporting and
loading the ore; nor has he mentioned
the estimated costs involved, or the esti-
mated profits.

From the information which has been
supplied to me in reply to a question I
asked recently, It is evident that the geolo-
gists of the Mines Department are fairly
sure that there are considerable quantities
of iron ore in this State. Many of these
deposits contain high-grade iron ore, but
many are of a low grade of ore. When
I say "high-grade" I use the term in the
sense normally employed in the mining
industry; namely, as applied to ore con-
taining at least 50 per cent. of iron.

From this information which, as I say,
reveals that there are millions and mil-
lions of tons of iron ore, it may appear
that we have nothing at all to worry
about with regard to the future of the
iron and steel industry of Australia. But
let us examine the figures and see what
we get. First of all, a very large propor-
tion of these deposits is low-grade ore.
Apart from the additional cost of mining,
transporting and separation from other
impurities--and above all the treatment of
these low-grade ores--there are many
other problems associated with this matter.

in the treating and smelting we find
different problems connected with differ-
ent types. of low-grade ore. At present
2BH.P. is building, in Whyalla, a plant
costing at least £100,000 for the express
purpose of finding ways and means of
treating millions of tons of low-grade ore
which they have at present at Iron Knob,
the source from which most of their re-
quiremnents for the Australian iron and
steel industry are drawn.

So we can discount, or put on one side,
the low-grade deposits. in dealing with
the high-grade deposits, let us view the
position. For each ton of pig iron pro-
duced, it is necessary to have 11 tons of
high-grade iron ore, one third of aL ton of
limestone, nine tenths of a ton of coke, or
14 tons of charcoal, as well as other minor
ingredients. Those three principal in-
gredients are naturally separated in vani-
ouis places. There immediately arises the
problem of the siting of the blast furnace
-whether it would be more economical
to site it in close proximity to the iron
ore supplies, or nearer to the supplies of
the other commodities, because there may
be greater access to water, labour, and
various other items indirectly involved.
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Much of our high-grade iron ore, un-
fortunately, is distributed in remote parts
of Western Australia; and because of this,
at the present time, it is uneconomic for
the iron and steel industry to use It.
Because of their very nature, certain other
high-grade iron ores are not suitable for
use. The iron ores from Yainpi Sound,
for instance, are comparatively soft and
tend to go to dust very easily, with
the result that they cannot be fed direct
into blast furnaces, because the dust would
choke the furnaces and not permit a
free blast of gases through them.

For that reason, It is necessary to put
the ore through a process known as sinter-
Ing. The sintering process is this. The
ore Is crushed to a size of one-quarter
inch; it is then mixed with coke, which
Is crushed to a similar size. The two
are fused into a conglomerate known
as sinter. Lumps containing equal parts
of Iron and coke are then fed Into the
blast furnaces. The hard lumps permit
a free passage of gases and do not affect
the working of the blast furnace.

That process is a very costly one.
The plant which B.H.P. installed in
Port Kemnbia for the sintering of Yaxnpi
Sound ores cost that firm no less than
£4,750,000. So, for that reason, it is very
Important to know the nature of the
ore with which we are dealing. No doubt
many of those high-grade deposits which
are listed as existing in Western Australia
are of the type which will powder easily,
and which must be sintered before use in
ax blast furnace.

Again, in the winning of the iron ore,
the best possible means of getting it is
from deposits which exist above the
general ground level. its height above
the general ground level permits a whole
hill to be taken away piece by piece; the
good iron ore to be separated from the low-
grade ores as they occur in the various
pockets, the low-grade ores being dumped
over the side of the hill at appropriate
places and the high-grade iron ore taken
through the primary crusher to the second-
any crusher and then to endless belts for
feeding direct into ships for transport to
the blast furnaces, as is the case at
Yampi; or as at Whyalla, taken into
electric trains where it is transported
to the coast for placing in ships to be
taken to the blast furnaces.

At iron Baron, which is 34 miles inland
from Whyalla, the B.H.P. has recently
installed a new plant for the extraction of
iron ore. It has a. very big deposit there.-
it is a very rich deposit-and that com-
pany is able to use the gravity system
from the time it blasts the hill until the
time the ore is fed into the tramn. It
even makes use of the gravity system in
transporting 34 miles Into the storage bins
at Whyalla. because the railway along
which It Is taken is on a down-grade for

the whole of the distance. The methods
used there are really big business methods.
There is no other way to describe them.

The new plant at iron Baron, which
I had the pleasure to inspect recently,
has Just been installed at a cost of
£ 1.000.000, and it really must be seen
to be believed. Every minute detail has
been worked out by experts. The ore
is transported the 34 miles in trainloads
of 2,000 tons and hauled by diesel electric
engines which travel at a speed In excess
of 30 mniles, per hour.

With many of the iron ore deposits
we have In this State we are not so
fortunately placed that we can use these
methods for extraction and transportation.
If we had to mine these areas, it could well
be appreciated that the cost of winning
the ore would be considerable as compared
with the other methods. For that reason,
we must again consider certain of our
known deposits for the moment uneco-
nomic.

The Minister for Railways: We also have
the most economic in Australia.

The Hon. Rt. C. MATrISKB: At Yampi.
The Minister for Railways: Yes.
The Hon. Rt. C. MATrISKE: That is

right. From what I have just said, it
would appear that 1,000,000 tons of iron
ore from the comparatively small deposit
of 3,500.000 tons at Tallering Peak when
viewed in relation to the other deposits.
is a comparatively small matter. It would
appear that we have no reason for saying
that 1,000,000 tons of that ore should not
be sold to some other country. However,
let us look at another angle.

Other than of the Koolyanobbing and
Yampi deposits comparatively little is
known about deposits in this State. Our
geologists have estimated there are cer-
tain quantities in certain areas. They
have estimated they will have a certain
iron content; but apart from that the
deposits have not been thoroughly drilled
and proved, and we must rely on the ex-
pert knowledge of the geologists.

However, let us be a little careful: be-
cause In 1946. Dr. H. G. Raggait, who Is
now Director of National Development
and P. B. N'ye and N. H. Fisher of the
Bureau of Mineral Resources, in a survey
of the mineral resources of the Common-
wealth said-

The amount of iron ore In the
known Australian deposits is small
compared with that of other conti-
nents. There is no doubt that the
readily accessible high-grade iron ore
deposits in Australia contain fifty
years' reserves at the present rate of
consumption.

In 1946 they estimated that at the theit
rate of consumption there would be a life
of 50 years. Since that time the rate of
consumption has stepped up considerably:
and the Indication* at the present time
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are that It will continue to increase at a
very great rate. Again I quote, from an
excellent thesis by Neville R. Wills, M.Sc..
B.Ec., published in June, 1948. and en-
titled "Economic Development of the Aus-
tralian Iron and Steel Industry" -

J. P. Jaquet and E. F. Pittman.
Government geologists in New South
Wales during the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries, were both
convinced that the Cadla deposits
contained at least 39,000.000 tons of
workable iron ore. As more experi-
ence of the deposit was forthcoming,
however, particularly after they were
opened in 1918. estimates rapidly
dropped to the vicinity of 2,000,000
tons. After having supplied only
1,000,000 tons of ore to the blast
furnaces Cadla In 1939 was estimated
to, contain only about 1,000.000 tons
of workable ore.

There we have an instance where the
geologists, on the them available in-
formation-I concede the point that our
present-day geologists no doubt have
many aids which would give them an
advantage over earlier geologists in de-
termining the size and quality of iron
ore deposits--were mistaken. Allowing
for all that, however, it shows that the
geologists themselves make estimates,
which may or may not be found correct
when the deposits are ultimately proved.
Let us see what has happened at Wun-
dowle during the last 11 years.

The charcoal iron industry was estab-
lished at Wundowie because, at that time,
the various experts considered there was,
in the vicinity, an ample supply of
iron ore, Uimber and all the other require-
ments necessary to keep that blast furnace
going. They believed that that was an
admirable site for the establishment of
the blast furnace. But within two or
three years they ran cut of iron ore and
then had to get it from icoolyanobbing,
as they are doing at present. That ore
has to be transported some 40 miles by
road, from Koolyanobbing to Southern
Cross from whence it is carried by rail
to Wundowle.

That is a costly procedure and one
which possibly would not have been
necessary had the experts, at that time,
been able to say that wundowle would
have only a limited life, as regards the
deposits there, and that it would be better
to site the blast furnace elsewhere. While
we must take notice of what the experts
say, I think their opinions should still
he subject to very close examination and
we must proceed with great caution.

The Hon. G_ Bennetta: Do you think
it would be better to have the blast
furnace situated at Koolyanobbing?

The Hon. R. C. MATTISKE: I am not
competent to express an opinion on that:
to say whether it would be better to
transport the wood or coke necessary from
elsewhere to Koolyanobbing. I do not

know whether it would be economic or
even possible to obtain sufficient man-
power up there, or whether there would
be sufficient water, power, and so
on available at Koolyanobbing. As-
surning that the Tallering Peak iron
ore Is made available for sale, and that
the various experts can definitely prove
we have ample supplies of good quality
Iron ore to last for a, very long period-
because it is of tremendous importance
to the whole economy of Australia-where
do we go from there? We must bear in
mind the costs involved In relation to
the Tallering Peak iron ore. First of
all, there is the installation and opera-
tion of the mining equipment. Those
deposits consist of hematite lenses in
jaspaite, and therefore complications
could be involved in the separation of the
jaspalite from the hematite. Again, the
installation of the plant at that site would
be a very costly procedure.

I have just stated that the S.HE'. has
spent £1,000 0100 in South Australia on one
deposit alone, and, according to their ex-
perts, it is not worth while placing such
installations on an iron ore deposit of less
than 50,000,000 tons because, at the end
of the life of the deposit, the bulk of the
equipment ha~s to be written off as it has
practically no residual value. Having got
the ore from the ground-

The Hon. H. K. Watson: At the end of
the life of the equipment or at the end of
the life of the deposit?

The Hon. a. C. MATI'IKE: At the end
of the life of the deposit. Further, In
.relation to the Tallering Peak iron ore,
there has to he considered the cost of
construction of a road for the 40 miles
from Tallering Peak to Muilewa. Road
construction costs in that area may be
high or low, I do not know, but in order to
carry 1,000,000 tons of iron ore over a
period of 21 years, in all seasons, I think
there would be involved certain problems
with which the engineers concerned in the
construction of the road would be faced.
There is, further, the cost of the road
haulage from Tallering Peak to Mullewa.
I have discussed this aspect with people
interested in the movement of heavy traffic
in the North-West and they estimated that
the cost would be at least sixpence per
ton, mile for the volume of ore which it is
proposed to, cart

We must consider also the provision of
storage facilities and handling equipment
at Mullewa, because as the road trucks
come in with the iron ore they will not be
able to await the arrival of an ore train:
and so the ore must be stored in a suitable
place, and equipment must be provided to
facilitate the loading of that ore from the
storage bins into the rail trucks for trans-
port to Oeraldton. A further cost is
that of the rail haulage from Mullewa to
Gerald ton, a distance of 70 miles: and that
is a not Inconsiderable item. I do not know
whether the Railway Department already
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has suitable rollingsack capable of hand-
ling the ore which would involve extremely
heavy treatment of the rollingstock-

The Minister for Railways: It would be
no different from manganese, I suppose.

The Ron. ft. C. MAfl'ISKE: If the
department has the rollingstock. avail-
able, all very well. But if it is not avail-
able in sufficient quantities to handle the
ore, capital expenditure on rollingstock will
be involvedl. Even with the rolllngstock
at present available-if It is available-the
cost of maintenance would be a not in-
considerable item and one of the very
important costs necessary to be considered
in assessing the cost of the transport of
the ore between Mullewa arnd Geraldton.
When the ore arrives at Geraldton suitable
arrangements must be made for its storage
at the wharf and for handling it from
that, storage Into, the ships' holds.

Bearing in mind that, after the 1,000,000
tons of ore has been completely transported
to its overseas destination, the bulk of this
equipment has to be written off., we can ap-
preciate the- total cost involved. Unless it
sow happens that there are other uses to
which- the road between Tallering Peak
and Mullewa could be put, that road will
become practically a dead loss, and much
of the handling equipment will also be a
dead loss; and so the effect on the capital
expenditure Is a very important one, and
one which must be taken into account In
assessing the cost of getting the ore from
the ground into the ships' holds.

Assuming that even in spite of all the
points I have mentioned it appears that the
ore can be handled and transported profit-
ably, another extremely Important point
arises. What guarantees are there now
that the Japanese interests will take this
iron ore; and, further, what guarantees
that they will pay for it? I think those are
two very pertinent points, because we have
read in the Press in recent months that
the iron and steel Industry in Japan has
suffered a slump, and that manufacturers
there have been quoting round steel bar on
the world. market at £47 5s. per ton f.o.b.
Japan. I feel, therefore, that that is an-
orther aspect which requires very careful
consideration before one would be in a
positionk to my whether or not it would be
economic to sell 1,000,000 tons of our iron
ore from Tallering Peak to Japan.

iron ore is undoubtedly one of the most
Important natural resources of Australia.
There Is no denying the many uses to
which iron and steel are now being put:
and, with our increasing population and
the increasing trend towards the use of
steel, the demand for It In future is going
to be terrific. So I think we must be very
cautious about any, move to dispose of any
of this natural resource. If there is any
possibility of error I feel it would be far
preferable to err on the side of caution-

The Minister' for Railways: What is
your opinion In regard to manganese

The I-on. A. C. MATTISKE: A few
years ago It was evident that there might
be a grave shortage of manganese, and
encouragement was given to the search of
manganese, with the result that nlew
deposits were discovered. At present the
position, according to the geologists, ap-
Pears to be a, reasonably happy one in
that regard.

The Minister for Railways: You agree
with the geologist there.

The Hon. R,. C. MATflSKE: That leads
me to another important point: during
recent years very little has been done
by Governments, either Federal or State.
to encourage the search for iron ore. I
feel that greater action should be taken
in this regard, because at present we are
consuming the iron ore resources of Aus-
tralia at a rate of over 4.000,000 tons per
annum; and very little, if anything, Is
being done to try to discover other de-
posits. It behoves all Governments to take
a very positive stand in this regard and
encourage the search for new iron ore
deposits.

At present the Australian Iron and steel
industry enjoys a favourable Position on
world markets; but that is only so be-
cause of the fact that in Australia we
have iron ore of very good quality and
easily available, as compared with deposits
available to consumers in other parts of
the world. Our Iron ore is a heritage
which we must guard jealously and use
with extreme caution. It is no good our
waiting until we have used up, either
through home consumption or sale abroad,
our supplies of high quality iron ore and
then be forced into using less economic
grades and trying to protect our iron and
steel industry by means of tariffs. It is no
good waiting until that time, because there
must be reciprocity of trade, and we cannot
hope to shield an important Industry in
Australia against the rest of the world in
that way. For that reason I again urge
the greatest caution in dispensing with
any of our natural resources.

The Minister for Railways: But we ex-
port steel.

The Ron. ft. C. MA 1TISKE: That is
so. Steel is a partly manufactured article;
and I think that as time goes on we will
possibly export more and more steel. But
we are exporting it to the world markets
in competition with manufacturers else-
where in the world.

Dealing with the second portion of the
question collateral with the flrst-namiely
the establishment of a new charcoal iron
industry in this State--I would say that
all we know of the proposal to establish
another charcoal iron industry here Is
what we have read In Press articles
and they have been-to say the least
of it-most misleading and contra-
dictory. I will quote a few instnces.
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In "The West Australian" on the 3rd
June. 195?, Mr. Hawke was quoted as
having said that he intended to establish
in the South-West a second State-owned
charcoal Iron industry to be financed
partly--and I repeat partly-from the
profit on 1,000,000 tons of iron ore that
he proposed to sell to Japanese interests.
Subsequently, in "The West Australian"
on the 18th July. 1957, Mr. Hawke was
reported as having said-

If the licence is granted to export
1.000,000 tons of iron ore no State
finance will be required for the pro-
ject.

Then, on the 27th August, 1957, in the
"Daily News" Mr. Hawke was quoted
as saying that the export of 1,000.000 tons
of iron ore could result in a net return
of about £3,000,000. Later, in "The West
Australian" dated the 6th September,
1957. Senator Spooner was reported as
having said that on the figures pro-
vided by the Premier the export of ore to
Japan was expected to provide a profit
equal to about half the £2,840,000 needed
to finance the proposed expansion of the
charcoal iron industry at Wundowle and
the establishment of the new charcoal
iron works at Eunbury.

In view of Mr. Fernie's statement which
appeared in "The West Australian" of
the 9th May, 1957, that the Wundowle
expansion would cost £800,000, the new
South-West project was evidently esti-
mated to cost approximately £2,000,000.
This figure was confirmed by Mr. Hawke
in "The West Australian" of the 18th July.
1957.

The question I now ask is: How does
Mr. Hawke propose to finance the dif-
ference of £600,000. to use his own words,
"with no State finance", or. according to
what Mr. Strickland was reported as
having said in "The West Australian" of
the 19th September, 1957, "without costing
the tax-payers a penny"? That is the
first set of contradictory statements. They
deal with finance.

We will now see what they say regard-
ing the capacity of the works. In "The
West Australian" of the 3rd June, 1951,
it was reported that Mr. Hawke had said
that the Proposed new plant would have
a capacity output of 100,000 tons Of
pig iron annually. Subsequently. in "The
West Australian" of the 18th July, 1957-a
mere six weeks later-he was reported
to have said that the capacity would be
75.000 tons. Mgain. dealing with employ-
ment. Mr. Hawke was reported in "The
West Australian" on the 6th June 1957.
as having said that the proposed new
charcoal iron Industry would provide-

direct employment for five hundred
men and indirect employment for
Many more.

Yet, three days later, he was reported
in the "Sunday Tinier' of the Sth June.
1957, as having said-

Employment for well over 1.000 men
will be provided directly and indirectly
by the proposed industry.

Dealing with the loss at Wundowle. Mr.
Ferie was quoted in "The West Aus-
tralian" of the 9th May, 1967, as having
said that the accumulated losses at Wun-
dowie were £690,636 to the 30th June,
1956. Later, in "The West Australian"
of the 17th June, 1957, he was reported as
having stated that the losses "to date"
amounted to £630,918 and at the sane
time he stated that-

Eased on the trading results for the
eleven months ended May 31st. the
industry will show a profit of £11,000
for the current year.

Again. I ask: How did the accumulated
losses Jump by more than £40,000 during
the period of 11 months? Further. Mr.
Hawke told Senator Spooner-according to
"The West Australian" of the 6th Septem-
ber. 1957, that "the extended charcoal iron
works at Wundowie and the prqposed new
industry at Sunbury were expected to earn
profits from the end of next year"-which
I presume is 1958--"at the rate of 1.080.00.0
tons annually."

Deducting Mr. Fernie's profit of £250,00.0
annually on an output of 36,000 tons when
the second blast furnace at Wundowle is
in operation-and I am quoting what he
is reported to have said according to "The
West Australian" of the 17th June, 1987-
then the anticipated profit from the pro-
posed new works would be £830,000 on an
output of 75.000 tons of iron ore. On the
basis of the anticipated Wundowie results,
the net profit at Sunbury would be in the
vicinity of £620,000. less the cost of haul-
ing the iron ore the extra distance from
Soolyanobbing. It is difficult to under-
stand how Mr. Hawke can increase this
figure by E310,000.

Again, when Mr. Pernie. as chairman of
the Wundowie board of management, was
speaking in favour of aL Proposed new iron
works at Eunbury, he said--according to
"The West Australian" of the 11th July.
1967-

Within five years the industry would
pay for itself and also for Wundowle.
The board of management would
guarantee it.

In order to do this, the profits would need
to meet the following:-

The funds employed at f
Wundowie to May. 1957.... 1.724,000

The estimated cost of the
new blast furnace at
Wundowie .... .... 800000

The estimated cost of the
proposed Bunbury works 2,000.000

Total .... E4,524,000



[COUNCIL.]

Mr. Fernie was obviously of the same
opinion as Mr. Hawke regarding the
expected net Profits from the proposed
works at Bunbury.

In "The West Australian" of the 12th
August, 1951, Sir Arthur Fadden was re-
ported as having said-

That the level of the profits ex-
pected depended entirely on the will-
ingness of Japan to pay an f.o.b.
price averaging £35 a ton and that an
agreement entered into provided evi-
dence that a Japanese buyer would be
willing to sign a contract to pay this
price, subject to market variations,
and provided he was sold one million
tons of Koolyanobbing iron ore. The
price was exceptional and he under-
stood that the fob. prices at which
t~ae pig iron was sold to America,
Sweden and Belgium ranged from
£24 10s. to £28 Per ton.

In view of the report published by "The
West Australian" in its Issue of the 9th
August, 1957, that the Japanese export
price of steel was cut to offset the deepen-
ing slump in the domestic steel market,
and that round steel bars were quoted at
£47 5is. a ton in Japan, the estimated net
profits were obviously wrongly based. Mr.
F'ernile's statement that the board of
management would guarantee it is, in my
opinion, indicative of loose thinking.

The Hon. H. IC. Watson: Were they pre-
pared to sign on the dotted line?

The Hon. R. C. MATTISKE: I wonder!
Again, at no time has there been any posi-
tive statement regarding future markets.
In "The West Australian" of the 26th June,
1957. Mr. Fernie was quoted as having
said-

The future market for special high
grade charcoal iron appears to be
reasonably assured.

And again, in "The West Australian" of
the 9th of May, 1957, he was reported as
saying-

Wundowie was the only exporter of
charcoal iron in the world. Brazil
produced some but it was all used
internally. Japan-largely because of
a big ship building programme-was
Wundowie's best customer. It wanted
20,000 tons a year from Wundowle._

Mr. Hawke, when asked if the Govern-
ment had made an independent survey of
overseas markets through any Competent
marketing organisation said, through "The
West Australian" of the 18th July, 1957,
that the general manager had been sent
overseas to investigate future markets and
that the market was assured for the next
five years by the contracts offering.

This presumably included the Inflated
Japanese offer, which I referred to Just
now. One large importer of Wundowle
pig iron-Mr. Treby, of William Jacks--
through the columns of "The West Aus-
tralian" of the 7th August, 1957, stated

that the future of charcoal iron depended
on price, and that If this exceeded £25
a ton fob, the demand would not be
strong. Ib is obvious that if we are go-
ing to be forced into establishing a. new
charcoal iron industry, it will be with-
out a very definite assurance of markets,
even for four, five or 10 years hence, let
alone for a very long period in order to
enable the complete writing off of the
capital expenditure should that be neces-
sary.

The Minister for Railways: You just
told us that there was a shortage of iron
ore deposits in the world.

The Hon. R. C. MArnBSKE: I will con-
tinue with that point presently. Char-
coal pig iron differs from coke pig iron
in that It is freer from impurities. ]For
the production of certain types of high-
grade steels, some manufacturers prefer
It; but steelmakers and foundries have
developed new furnaces and processes
which can produce steels and irons of
very high quality that do not need the
admixture of the high-grade charcoal
pig iron. Steel parts for the latest jet
engines can now be produced from highly
refined coke pig iron, and these are not
inferior to those produced from charcoal
pig Iron. Charcoal pig iron may have
made th task of producing such steel
Parts easier, but the steelmen have done
the job with cheaper coke pig iron and
highly developed techniques.

I have had it on the very good authority
of local iron masters that, the coke
pig iron they could obtain from E.H.P.
would be equally suitable for the casting
they are at present doing in the city. In
passing, it is interesting to note that the
Present Price of Wundowie pig iron to
foundries is £23 15s. per ton-plus cart-
age Wundowie-Perth of £1 2s. 6d. per ton
-while the cost of B.H.P, coke pig iron,
which is equally as good for general pur-
poses, is £22 12s. 2d. per ton, plus, ap-
proximately, £1 Per ton cartage from Fre-
mantle to the foundry.

We might say then, "Why don't the
local iron masters use B.H.P. iron if it
is cheaper than the Wundowle iron?" In
answer to that, I understand that, by a
gentleman's agreement between the Wun-
dowle authorities and B.H.P., the Broken
Hill Pty. Co. Ltd. will not send pig Iron
to this State, thus forcing local iron
masters to use the charcoal pig iron from
Wundowie.

The Hon. L. C. Diver: Do you mean
to say they fraternise with socialism?

The Ron. R. C MArI'I8KE: I am say-
ing that that is the gentleman's agree-
ment at present. Here is an Interesting
point: All Wundowle pig iron-both for
export and for the local market-is transa-
ported by road even though rail facilities
are available. It is a very interesting point
in view of all the trouble to which various
people are put In an endeavour to move
goods by road from one point to another.
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The Minister for Railways: It is in an
,exempted area. That is the reason. Would
you support a move to close up that
area?

The Hon. R. C. MATTISKE: The in-
creased output from Wundowie since the
installation of the second blast furnace
is approximately 36,000 tons annually;
and the expected output from the proposed
new works, according to the Premier, is
75,000 tons annually. These are minute
when compared with the present output
from B.H.P. works, which is approximately
4,000,000 tons annually. When its pre-
sent expansion programme is completed,
B.H.P. will be turning out over 5,000.000
tons annually. Therefore, it will be able
to cope with the whole Australian demand
quite easily.

The Hon. P. J. S. Wise: The point in
yrour argument is that the demand should
be preserved for B.H.P.

The Hon. R. C. MAmTSKE: I am not
saying that it should be preserved for
B.H.P. I answer the interjection by simply
saying this: One need only trace the
history of the iron and steel industry in
Australia. If the hon. member or anyone
else is interested, I would commend for
his study the work by Mr. Wills on the
-economic development of the Australian
iron and steel industry. In that work
Mr. Wills traces the whole history of the
industry and shows that in New South
Wales various persons who attempted to
start iron and steel manufacture in Aus-
tralia lost very heavily.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I suppose you
are too sensitive to the interjection. We
-have all read that book.

The Hon. R. C. MA'ITISKE: I ven-
ture to say that the majority of hon. mem-
bers have not even seen the covers of the
book I referred to.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Don't be
,childish!

The Hon. R. C, MATflSKE: To con-
tinue along my previous line of thought,
-1 say that B.H.P. was in a very fortunate
position in being able to embark on the
iron and steel industry as a result of its
success in other fields at Broken Hill.
Through the development of silver lead
mines, it made very large profits; and
this encouraged it to embark on the iron
-and steel industry. From then on it has
gone on developing other fields through
the reinvestment of its profits and by at-
tracting additional capital from share-
'holders.

The Hon. H. K. Watson : And Insist-
ing on cash with order. That is a Point
which B.H.P. might look at.

The Hon. R. C. MATTISKE: It might
be asked why I am championing the cause
of B.H.P. It is not because I have any
financial interest in that company. T do
not own one share in B.H.P, or any of

its subsidiary companies. I champion its
cause because during recent months I
made it my business to conduct research
into the very important industry in which
it is engaged. During this time I had
very close contact with E.H.P. I have
seen the various phases of Its operations.
and I am satisfied that it is doing a
terrific job for Australia and for those
employed by it, It is a vast Organisation;
there is no denying that fact.

It is only a vast Organisation which can
carry out such a tremendous task, some-
what akin to oil search and other ventures
of that nature. It needs a big organisa-
tion to do that particular job. But any
such Organisation is not controlled by one
or two individuals. There are over 50,000
shareholders. The total shareholding of
B.H.P. at present is in the vicinity of just
over £L50,000,000; therefore, on the aver-
age there are 50,000 people with an average
share interest of £1,000 who make up
B.H.P.

Let us look at the other phases. What
has B.H.P. done for Australia, and what
is it doing for Australians? At present it
employs tens of thousands of persons. Up
to the end of 1957 it employed over 35.000
persons and paid an annual wage bill
running into many millions of pounds. I
cannot recall the exact figure at the
moment, but in order to employ such a
large number of persons it will be appre-
ciated that the wage bill must be terrific.

Now, in providing that employment it
is not exploiting labour. Far from it. The
company is giving every encouragement to
employees throughout Its enterprises. I
have seen instances of that encouragement
myself. Its employees are given vocational
tests as a means of guiding them into
various sections of its industry to which
they are best suited. Its employees
have available courses of study, including
courses at universities. They are given all
the encouragement possible to train and
better their positions within the organisa-
tion. I have ample proof of that en-
couragement, and instance the fact that at
the present time the principal executives of
B.H.P., the sub-managers and others, are
very young, but they are very capable.

Even in the provision of homes, every
encouragement is given to the employees.
I had the opportunity recently to inspect
the homes erected by the company at
Whyalla and made available to its
employees on very reasonable ternms-terms
which, allowing for the different conditions
existing then as distinct from the condi-
tions which now obtain, are more than
favourable with the terms under which
people in this State obtain homes from the
State Housing Commission. The homes
supplied by the company are quite at-
tractive and are made available to the
employees on very easy terms.

The I-on. G. Bennetts: Many mining
companies have done that also.
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The Hon. R. C. MATTISKE: That is
right, the company has done all this, and
is yet able to compete on the world's
markets. What are the reasons? One is
that it has access to comparatively cheap
iron ore; another and very important
reason is that the company is directed by
men with considerable foresight, initiative
and knowledge. It is managed by persons
who are real experts in the various phases
of the work. Thie men and women em-
ployed in every section are all interested in
their jobs and are given every encourage-
ment.

It was heart-warming when I stood at
the gates of the dockyards belonging to
that company at Whyalla at knock-off time
to see a shift comning off work. I was
standing there beside one of the executives
at Whyalla. He spoke to many of the
employees by their Christian names; and
they replied, using his Christian name.
The relationship between employer and
employee, if that is the term to use, because
they were all employees, was extremely
good.

The Hon. G. E. Jeffery: You don't have
to go to South Australia to see that.

The Hon. R. C. MATI'ISKE: No; but in
South Australia It exists on such a large
scale. I make this point to show that
B.H.P. is doing a job for Australia and a
job for Australians.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: It does not
do much for Its apprentices in this State.

The Hon. R. C. MATTISKE: In view of
what I have said, I consider that extreme
caution must be used in dealing with the
proposal to export iron ore, and the pro-
posal to establish another charcoal iron
industry. I do not know whether the
possibility of the Premier being able to
make a profit for a couple of years with
the establishment of the new industry is
encouraging him. If so, I would refer him
to the figures I have quoted, showing the
accumulated losses of £600,000 on the part
of the Wundowle works since its inception.
I do not know If there is some more sinister
reason for the urgent attempt to establish
the charcoal iron industry in Bunbury par-
ticularly.

The Minister for Railways: There would
be no objection to B.H.P. establishing it!

The Hon. R, C. MATTISKE: If B.H.P.
were establishing the industry at Bunbury
it would be done with B.H.P. capital; the
risks taken would be B.H.P. risks, and not
the risks of the State Government. The
duty of the Government is to govern and
provide public utilities for the people within
its area. It is not the duty of the Govern-
ment to embark on trading concerns in
competition with existing organisations.

The Hon. E. M Heenan, What about
developing the country?

The Hon. R. C. MATnISKE: If one
might consider the establishment of a
charcoal iron works on such a compar-
atively small scale, and with such terrific
risks involved, as a development of the
country, then I would say the hon. member
has a very poor view regarding the ex-
penditure of public funds. If it were
necessary and desirable to undertake the
establishment of an industry for the coun-
try, then those already engaged in that
particular industry would, I am sure, take
steps in that direction.

As evidence of that, I quote the steel
rolling mills at Swinana. At present those
mills obtain their steel billet requirements
from the Eastern States. The mills carry
out certain rolling Processes here; but be-
cause the demand for this rolled steel in
Western Australia is not sufficient to take
all of the output, the balance is shipped as
manufactured products to Newcastle. This
is a most uneconomic proposition, but that
is the position. It is being done simply
to establish the industry in this State on
a lang-term view that the demand will
in the future require the total output from
those mills.

The Minister for Railways:, Some of the.
output goes overseas.

The Hon. R. C. MATTISKE:, Some of
it goes overseas. I am saying that the
cost of transporting the portion which is
sent to Newcastle makes the proposition
uneconomical. It is. however, evidence of
the confidence which Broken Hill Pro-
prietary has in Western Australia. The
company is prepared to carry on in that
uneconomic way for the present, with an
eye to the future.

The Minister for Railways: That was
done in return for the iron deposits
granted to the company at Koolan Island.

The Hon. R. C. MATTISKE: I repeat
that this is an exceptionally important-
matter. I do hope that it will be given
very careful consideration and thorough.
investigation by officers of both the Fed-
eral and State Governments. If any step
Is to be taken, let it be taken with the
lull knowledge that State funds now and
In the future are to be imperilled. I have
pleasure in supporting the motion.

THE HFON. F. D. WJLLMOTT (South-
West) [5.45): Before dealing with other
matters, I would like to voice my con-
gratulations to you sir, on your election
as President. I know that to finish Your
political life as President of the Council,
fulfils an ambition of yours. I am happy
to say that you have been able to achieve
that ambition. I also offer my con-
gratulations to those hon. members who
were returned at the last elections held
early this year. I voice my welcome to our
new hon. member, Mr. Abbey. After
listening to his maiden speech I feel sure
that as time goes on he will continue to
contrihuti' something of value to the de-
bate- in (hi Camber.
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I propose to deal with three matters.
Firstly I shall talk on dairying. On
this occasion I want to mention the butter-
fat section of the industry. We all know
th at at the moment the butter-fat pro-
ducers of the State. and indeed of Aus-
tralia, are in a rather unhappy position
because their incomes are gradually shrink-
ing whilst their production costs are
by no means doing that.

The Federal Government pays a sum of
£13,500,000 annually in subsidy to the
butter-fat industry to try and alleviate
some of the ills. Unforiunately, the
greater part of the subsidy, I believe, finds
its way into the wrong hands inasmuch as
men on well-developed dairy farms, pro-
ducing plenty of butter, get a far larger
cut out of the subsidy than do those men
who are producing very little on under-
standard farms.

So, if we look at the subsidy question
objectively we must admit it is not doing
anything to consolidate the position of
the dairying industry but is only assisting
a little in regard to the butter prices. I
think there could be an improvement here,
and to give some idea of what I mean
I shall quote from the report of a dairy
survey carried out in this State in 1953 by
the Federal Bureau of Agricultural Econo-
mics. Some portions of the report are
extremely interesting and have quite a
bearing on what I have said with regard
to the subsidy.

At page 118 of the report, a farm. which
can be regarded as a well-established farm,
milking 74 cows, is mentioned. This pro-
perty is not in what I consider one of
our best dairy regions. For the purpose
of the survey, the State was divided Into
various regions, and this particular farm
was in the central region which included
Donnybrook, Balingup, Greenbushes,
Bridgetown and Nannup. This farm was
in the Bridgetown area. I would like to
quote what the report has to say about
the property because, obviously, it can-
not be regarded as a particularly good
dairy farm even though the farmer is
milking 714 cows. The report has this to
say-

There is no summer-moist land. The
country is hilly and steep, timber
mainly jarrah and red gum and the
soil mostly heavy red granite loam.

A little further on we find this-
Rabbits are very bad in the hills

and much time is spent in their con-
trol. Bracken fern is the worst weed
and requires considerable attention.
Red mite and lucerne flea are said
to be "very bad."

This farmer is milking an average of 74
cows and he has, from cream sales, an
annual gross income of £1,893. Is cost
of production is given as 36.3d.. compared
with the average for the central region of
46.2d. This lust highlights what I have
said about the bigger farm, but even if

this farm cannot be classed as a high-
class farm, as dairy farms go, his cost
of production is 10d. a pound n :Iow the
average for the region.

As a demonstration of what occurs when
we deal with smaller properties, we find
quoted in the report a farm in the Albany
region. This farm is more suited to dairy
farming than the one I have just men-
tioned because it has summer-moist land.
The farmer milks only 20 cows. This
man received a return of only £515 from
butter-fat, and his cost of production is
given as 57ld.,, and this is in a region
where the average cost of production is
48.4d.

Here again hon. members can see that
the man on the small under-developed
farm is at a grave disadvantage compared
to the man on the larger farm. A re-
mark in the report emphasises this fact
because the report states-

The major factor contributing- to
this comparatively high cost level-

This was referring to the regional cost-
-was the low production per farm.

The H-on. A. F. Griffith: He is not
making a living.

The Hon. F. D. WILLMOTT: That is
so. and I still say that the present applica-
tion of the subsidy is doing practically
nothing for the man on an under-stan-
dard farm, whereas the man on a de-
veloped farm, is getting comparatively more
than he needs. Some interesting remarks,
in this respect, are contained in the sum-
Mary.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: I?oes not the
organisation which controls these people
see to this matter?

The Hon. F. D. WILLMOTr: How does
the hon. member mean?

The Ron. G. Bennetts: Is there a body
in control to see that these people get
justice through the subsidy?

The Hon. F. D. WVILLMOIT: The sub-
sidy, unfortunately, is paid on a butter-fat
basis. It is on an Australia-wide basis. At
Page 2 of the summary of the report, we
find-

Wide ranges In costs per pound were
recorded on the farms included in the
survey. More than half (51.3 per centS
of the farms had casts below 48d. and
24.4 per cent. had costs above 60d.

But it goes to even more surprising lengths
than that in regard to costs because it
continues-

At levels of production above 1.000
lb. commercial butter per farm, there
is a trend for high Production per
farm to be associated with low net
costs per pound. But below the 7,000
lb. c.b. level, there is a wide range of
net costs per pound from 29.2d. lb. to
73.9d. lb.
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Those fellows whose costs are 73.9d. per
pound must be losing an astonishing
amount of money on their farms. We
have to remember that the subsidy is
Australia-wide, and the cost of production
in this State, overall, is far 'above that of
most of the Eastern States although one
State, Queensland, is slightly higher. But
well-established farms in Gippsland are
virtually copping the lot in the distribu-
tion of the £13,500,000. The subsidy is
doing practically nothing for the farmer
in the under-developed areas.

The Ron. G. C. MacKinnon: The more
you need the less you get.

The Ron. F. D. WILLMOrr: I heard
Mr. Logan propound an. idea which, I
think, has a great deal of merit. His
proposition was that not 'all of the sub-
sidy should be paid out on a butter-fat
basis. I am in full agreement with that.
Mr. Logan also suggested it might be
utilised through a scheme such as was
mooted by the State Government just be-
fore the last elections. That scheme was
a good one, but unfortunately very little
has been done about it.

When we realise that the subsidy is
paid on an Australia-wide basis, we must
appreciate that to distribute it through
a scheme such as the State Government
was thinking of, or was trying to operate,
may not be the best thing to do because
there are no similar schemes in other
States.

In Queensland, the cost of production
is slightly higher than it is here, but I
believe the problem there is somewhat
different from ours in that the dairy
farmers in Queensland have not paid any-
thing like the attention to the improve-
ment of the herds that has been paid
in this State. I think a good deal of the
high cost of production, which prevails
in Queensland is due more to the low-
grade herds there than to the actual state
of the f arms- I feel that the dairy
farmers in Western Australia would be
wise to endeavour to get at least a. Pro-
portion of the £13,500,000 paid to the dairy
industry by way of subsidy on land
clearing.

The H-on. L. A. Logan: Or an added
amount.

The Hon. V. D). WILLMO ET: Yes, but
I point out that up until a couple of years
ago the ]Federal Government was paying
a subsidy of £16,000,000 to the industry,
and for the last couple of years the
amount has been £13.500,000. This Is a
lot of money. We might honestly askc
ourselves: Why should the Federal Gov-
erment be willing to be persuaded to
hand out more money with the idea of
creating more dairy farms so that the
dairy farmers can get up and cry for
a greater subsidy?

Unless the subsidy is applied so that
ft will bring ultimate benefit to the farmer
and do something towards reducing his

cost of production, it really will not
achieve anything, to my mind. After all,
if we are going to continue with the
subsidy, with no regard for production
costs, we achieve nothing of lasting bene-
fit, whereas if, instead of asking for extra
money, the subsidy is channelled so as
to bring about a lower cost of production,
it will serve a more useful purpose.

Obviously we cannot look to higher
prices for our butter in order to keep the
dairy farmers out of trouble. I think that
is quite out of the question. The only
other method is to lower the cost of pro-
duction. It is obvious from what I have
quoted from the survey, that one of the
main factors contributing to the high cost
of production is the under -development of
the farms.

The Hon. J. 0. Ifislop: A 20-cow farm
canl never be successful.

The Hon. F. D. WILLMOTT: That is
so. Nothing under a 40-cow farm can be
a success. An area, of 160 to 200 acres
was mentioned by Mr. Logan as being
necessary to carry 40 cows. That is put-
ting it a bit low. That is what is re-
garded as being necessary under the war
service land settlement scheme, but all
this scheme aims to do is to get the set-
tler to the stage where he can go forward
himself.

A dairy farmer with 40 cows in pro-
duction must, of course, carry young stock.
The minimum replacement in his herd
would be seven heifers per year. I con-
sider that to be the bare minimum.

A farmer must have some poddies, yearl-
ings and two-year-olds on his farm, and
this means that a figure of about 21 must
be added to the minimum of 40 dairy
cows; in other words, he must have 60
cattle on the property. In view of that,
properties need to be developed a little
beyond 200 acres. According to the
survey which I quoted, only one area-and
it is a small area-had a carrying capacity
of one cow to four acres. So a property
of 160 acres, and an average of one cow
to four acres, would mean only 40 cows
to a, farm. That is not sufficient, as I
have illustrated.

If the dairy farmers in this State could
be persuaded to press for something in
the nature of a subsidy on the clearing of
land, those who have under-developed
properties would be able to get some bene-
fit from it, whereas at present they receive
practically nothing.

There is one other point, too. In my
opinion,' Government assistance has a
tendency to retard sell-help and I bad
that forcibly brought home to me some
20 years ago. The Bridgetown apple-
producing area had been free of major
hailstorms. for just on 30 years; what
hail had fallen was only little bits of pips.
Then. the area was heavily hit with haill
and I remember the occasion well because
I was one of the sufferers. The growers
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affected called a meeting and asked the
then Premier to attend, the idea being
to ask for Government assistance. I
might add that I was one of those who
opposed asking the Government for assis-
tance. However, I went along to see
the fun, and the hail was filled.

The then Premier offered the growers all
his sympathy for the losses they had
suffered when they claimed that they
would become bankrupt as a result of it.
But the Premier made it very plain that
no assistance would be given by the
State Government. The Premier and Trea-surer of that day was the Hon. Prank
Wise, and I am sure he remembers
the incident quite clearly. There was a
rather peculiar sequel to it because in
the. following year those growers who
had suffered losses as a result of the hail-
storm realised that if they suffered fur-
ther losses from these storms-and they
knew that no Government assistance
would be forthcoming-they really would
become bankrupt.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: They were told
that they had an insurable crop.

The Hon. F. D. WILLMOfl': They
realised that and as a result almost every
grower in the district covered himself
by taking out insurance against hail.
T1her fact- is that truth-

The Hon. G. E. Jeffery: Is stranger
than fiction.

The Hon. F. D. WILLOIT: Yes, it
Is It Is even funnier than fiction because
the- following year many of the growers
in the district had their crops damaged
by hail; the storm wiped out almost
half the crop and I. too, was a sufferer
for the second time. But because of
the bail insurance we were able to survive.
it was an uphill battle and we had plenty
of troubles; but we did not have to be
pulled out of them by Government assis-
tance. I would hazard the guess-and
I do not think I would be far short of the
mark-that had the Premier agreed to
rant assistance in the first place, the
growers concerned would not have helped
themselves by taking out hail insurance
on their crops and. in the following year,
when they suffered further losses, the
Premier would have been asked to give
more assistance. That incident brought
forcibly home to me the fact that in
some cases Government assistance retards
self -help.

The Minister for Railways: Then You
are not a gimnme.

The Hon. r. D. VnIMOTI': I seem
to have drifted from the dairying industry
to the fruit Industry, and I will stay on
that. I now want to have something to
say about the menace of fruit-fly. Dr.
Hislop mentioned this the other day,
when speaking to the Supply. BUi, and 1 do
not think the. people in this State realise

just bow far fruit-fly has spread. It can
be found in Carnarvon. Kalgoorlie and
Albany.

The Hon. 0. Bennetts: And in Norsenman.
The Hon. F. D. WILLMO IT: It is to be-

found in practically every part of the
State where fruit is grown, and to give
members some Idea of how quick has
been the build-up of this pest I would"
like to quote the market condemnations,
because of fruit-fly, over the last three
years. At the metropolitan markets,
62 boxes of fruit were condemned in 1055-
5S; the following year, 1956-57, the num-
ber had Increased to 260. and in 19 57-58,
1,142 cases were condemned. That demon-
strates, how quick the build-up has been.

The combined total of condemnations
through inspectors' reports and at the
markets, follows the same pattern. in 1955-
56 there were 1,132 condemnations. 1,882
in 1956-57, and 3,211 In 1957-58. Those
are alarming figures, particularly when
one reallses that the pest Is reaching a
stage where it is seriously affecting a
valuable export industry. Naturally, the
fruit export industry cannot compare in
value with our wool and wheat exports; but
it compares more than favourably with
the rest of our export commodities. It is
a most valuable industry.

The fruit-fly infestation last season re-
sulted In the condenation of expoirt
apples at Rtobb's Jetty; and also some eir
port rapes were condemned. As the grape
is a fruit which Is seldom subject to at-
tack by fruit-fly, members can see hov
serious the position is. It Is time the
State took steps to, deal with the pest. If
my- memory serves me -correctly, Dr. Hialon
said that Donnybrook was an area free
from fruit-fly. I believe that-to be correct,
but there is a good reason f or it. Last
season It was a compulsorily- sprayed area.
This proves, that the pest can be dealt
with effectively.

Donnybrook is not as favourably situated
as Is Bridgetown, Manjim-up, or Mount
Barker. Many people over the years have
contended thkt'fruit-fly will not live over
a winter in anl area, such as Bridgetown be-
cause of the difficulty the pest has In find-
Ing a host during the winter months. But,
because of what' has happened over the
last 12 months, I do not believe that to
be correct. There are some Orchards
around Bridgeto'wn-and in most other
areas, too, I suppose-where a few citrus
trees are grown. In the Past people have
said that the skin of an orange grown in
an area such as Bridgetown is too thick
for the fruit-fly to pethetrate. Yet this
Yesr r saw grapefruit, with skin far
thicker than any orange, affected by fruit-
fly. For some peculiar reason-apparentlv
it is something to do with the season-
oranges in Bridgetown this year have
skins which are just as thin as those
of oranges grown in the best orange-grow-
ing areas of the State.
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Obviously fruit-fly infestation is in-
creasing and we can expect a big build-up
of the pest. If we had two or three favour-
able seasons it is on the cards that the
build-up of this pest would have a tre-
mendous effect on our apple export in-
dustry.

The Hon. A. R. Jones: Are the crawlers
Injurious to health?

The Hon. F. 1). WflLMQTT: No. If one
does not mind the look of them they can
be eaten.

The Hon. A. R. Jones: I have eaten
plenty of them.

The Hon. F. D2. WfLLMOTl': In the
Eastern States, experiments have been
carried out with a parasitic wasp, but the
wasp used in these experiments is effective
only on Queensland fruit-fly; it has no
effect on the Mediterranean fly, which we
have in this State. There may be a wasn)
which is effective, and which will attack
the Mediterranean fly, but whether it
would be as effective as many think or
hope, I do not know. only future experi-
ments-and at the moment what is being
done is only in the experimental stages--
will give us any Idea of how effective this
form of attack will be.

From the figures I have given it is ob-
vious that we in this State must do some-
thing about the fruit-fly pest. At a, meet-
ing of the Fruit-fly Control Board, held in
Perth this afternoon, the chairman of
that body had this to say in a draft re-
port submitted to his board-

All schemes experienced a good
trouble-free run, free from delay due
to labour or weather factors. Never-
theless in the two northern schemes it
was not possible to prevent a consider-
able build-up of fruit-fly. Unfortu-
nately, finances do not permit these
schemes to commence early enough
in the spring or continue late enough
into the autumn particularly in sea-
sons such as the last when baitlng
could have been carried on success-
fully for several weeks longer.

The Fruit-fly Control Board operates only
in a very limited area, and it cannot effec-
tively control fly in that area. It is not
through any fault of the board but simply
due to a lack of finance. If we want to do
anything about the fruit-fly pest-and we
must do something about it-I think we
should look to the board. At present the
funds used for the control of fruit-fly are
obtained in the main from orchard regis-
tration fees--both backyard and commer-
cial orchards.

At the present rate, the sum collected is
only J11,625 per annum, and to assist in
the work the Treasury appropriated £6,000
last year, making a total of £17,625 In the
fruit-fly eradication fund. There was a
carry-over in the fund from the previous

year of £1,372. thus the total money avail-
able amounted to only £18,997. The in-
adequate control was carried out at a cost
of £18,324 last season, leaving only £673
in the fund.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pan.

The H-on. P, D. WILLMOrT: Prior to
the tea suspension I was about to start
slaughtering the fruit-fly in a big way. I
had mentioned that the income available to
the fruit-fly eradication fund was £18,900
or thereabouts;, that expenditure had ex-
ceeded E18,0010; and there had been only
a very limited attack upon the fruit-fly.
South Australia set out to eradicate the
fruit-fly and succeeded in doing so at a
cost of something like £250,000. The areas
that have been dealt with are, of course,
still subject in some degree to occasional
reinfestation.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: The dividend
was worthwhile.

The Hon. F. D. WILLMOTr: Yes. I
contend that the £18,000-odd that is being
spent now in trying to control the fruit-fly
is just being poured down the drain because
from figures I have quoted it is obvious that
the pest is winning-the control measures
are certainly not.

So it becomies obvious, I think, that far
more money will have to be made avail-
able to the fruit-fly eradication fund. I
have previously expressed my dislike of
always having to run to the Government
for extra money. Accordingly the proposal
which I think could cover this aspect is an
increase in the orchard registration fees.
In all seriousness I would suggest that the
present fee for commercial orchards,
namely, 2s. Per acre, should be doubled;
and that the fee for the backyard orchard
should be increased from 2s. to £1.

The Hon. A. R. Jones: To £5.
The Hon. F. D. WILLMOTT: It might

be thought that this would be unfair to
the backyard orchardist, but I would point
out that for the £1 registration fee the
householder should be completely free of
all responsibility for controlling fruit-fly-
this would pass into the hands of the de-
partment. It must be the responsibility
of the department, if it Is to be at all
successful, because backyard orchards
change hands very often when houses are
let or sold. It is possible that one owner
might be interested In the eradication or
control of fruit-fly while others have no
such interest.

The Hon. J1. G. Hislop: Have you any idea
what that would bring in?

The Hon. P. D. WILLMOIT: I shall give
the figures in a moment. Another point I
wish to make is that the commercial
orchardist should pay 4s. per acre, which
would mean he would pay £1 for a five-
acre block which, after all, is not a very
large commercial orchard. He would be
paying the same fee as the householder.
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For an orchard of 10-acres the commercial
orchardist would pay twice as much as
the householder. It is not as unfair as
it would appear, particularly when we con-
sider the fact that the commercial orchard-
1st will have the major responsibility for
the control of fruit-fly, whereas the back-
yard orchardist will be relieved of that
duty.

The Hon. G. flennetta: What amount of
money would that bring in?

The Hon. P. D. WILLMOrr: The present
income from registration fees is £11,625.
If the fee I suggest were adopted, it would
bring in about £90,000 per annum. I
think the Increased registration fee would
need to be applied for only three years and
no more. That would bring in an income
to the fruit-fly eradication fund of some-
thing in the vicinity of £270,000. I think
that sum would be sufficient to deal with
the fruit-fly problem over a period of three
years.

The Minister for Railways: The backyard
orchards might not re-register.

The Hon. F. D. WVILLMOfl: Those that
do not register do not have to be controlled.
So it will balance itself out. From those
figures it is obvious that the major amount
of money comes from the backyard
orchardist. If the backyard orchardist
prefers to grub out his trees rather than
pay the £1 registration fee, there will be
less trees to control.

The Minister for Railways: There are
other host plants.

The Hon. F. fl. WILLMOrr: I appreciate
that interjection, and that is my reason for
saying that control should pass into the
hands of the departmnent, because the de-
partment would know those other hosts.
I do not think, however, it would amount
to very much. Where we are effecting good
control on the soft fruits which are more
subject to fruit-fly attacks, we are not
likely to have any trouble from other hosts
because it is only when the fruit-fly Is stuck
for a host that it attacks the grapefruit,
etc.

The Hon. J. 0. Hislop: Have roses proved
to be a host?

The Hon. F. D. WILLMOTT: Rose haws
have; but this is unusual. If fruit-fly can
be eradicated In South Australia it can
be controlled here. I have mentioned that
South Australia is subject to a degree of
reinfestation, and I point out that this
would be one occasion on which Western
Australia would benefit from its isolation.
If we eradicate the fly here our distance
from the other State will be to our ad-
vantage in controlling reinfestation, par-
ticularly when South Australia has suc-
ceeded in eradicating the fruit-fly. it
will be an extra buffer between the East-
em States and Western Australia.

The Hon. 0. Bennetts: Was the high
charge for registration fees the means by
which they succeeded?

The Hon. F. D. WILLMOfl': I do not
know how the money was raised.

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: They ripped the
trees out from the backyards.

The Hon. P. D. WILMOTT: I admit
I did toy with the idea of suggesting that
backyard orchards be done away with.
But I do not think this could ever be
done because, if we try to legislate to take
out the backyard orchard, it would involve
so many political repercussions it would
never eventuate. The necessity is not
there, however, because I feel the fruit-
fly can be controlled if the money is made
available. It is not a great sum to ask
people to pay to preserve the trees in their
backyard. It is only £1 a year for three
years.

The Ron. J. G. Hislop: Would you give
the backyard orchardist the right to pay
his three-years' fees at once?

The Hon. F. D. WILLMOTT: I think so;
the money would be available in the funds.

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: He would then
have to pay a bigger initial sum.

The Hon. F. fl. WLLLMOTT: I have
said that £90,000 a year would be sufficient
to carry out the necessary control.

The Ron. A. F. Griffith: It took about
£500,000 to eradicate the argentine ant.

The Hon. F. D. WILLMOTT: I think
£250,000 was the sum sufficient to control
fruit-fly in South Australia: and South
Australia is more subject to infestation
than we are. There is one more aspect
with which I wish to deal. It has been
suggested to me from some sources that
if my idea were adopted we would be likely
to run into trouble with the build-up of
other insect pests, such as have occurred as
the result of the control measures used for
codlin moth. When DDT was used in
an effort to control codlin moth it was
found that there was a build-up of red
spider and San Jose scale. Although ef-
fective measures can be carried out to
control red spider and San Jose scale with
lime sulphur and oil spray, as soon as
DDT is applied there is again a build-up.
As a result the industry has been in
trouble particularly in relation to San Jose
scale resulting in fruit being rejected for
export. But there would be no danger
of anything like that In fruit-fly control.
There are different sprays used, such as
malathion and yeast, which would have no
effect on the natural parasites as has DDT.
Although the fear has been expressed
I think it is quite groundless. I am sure
my suggestion is well worth consideration
by the friut industry and the Govern-
ment.

The Hon. 0. Bennetts: That would be
an extra tax on the people, for which we
are always being accused.

The lion. A. F. Griffith: This will be
a worthwile tax.
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The Hon. F. D. WILLMOTT: Another
matter on which I wish to touch is the
availability of land for selection in the
lower South-West. It has become quite
evident that there is very little land avail-
able for selection there because, in
answer to questions asked by the member
for Blackwood of the Minister for Lands
in another place, it was stated that in
the road districts of Preston, Balingup,
Greenbushes and Bridgetown there was no
land available for selection-not one
acre. I am afraid I cannot bear with the
reason that the Minister for Lands gives.
He says in effect that those areas have
been settled for many years, and It is
only reasonable that there will be no more
land available for agriculture there.

To my mind that is absolute nonsense.
because I know of a land mass in the
Bridgetown district-an area of between
8.000 and 12,000 acres on which there
would not be a load of timber anywhere
on 50 acres. So it is useless for forestry
purposes. Yet that land has been applied
for on more than one occasion, and the
applications have been refused by the
Forests Department because it is part
of the State forests.

It is within two miles of the Wilgarup
railway siding and similarly placed to
the main road. That is only one area
of which I know, but there are plenty
of others; perhaps not as big, but they
do not need to be big in the South West.
However, there Is no land available there
because it is locked up for forestry pur-
poses. I know that a lot of the land is
not growing timber and never will, and
I contend it is high time that serious
consideration was given to some reduction
of our forestry areas.

We talk of developing more farms, and
I know there are plenty of young farmers'
sons in the South-West who are just
breaking their necks to acquire a bit of
land to develop. It cannot be denied
that that is the cheapest way to develop
land; certainly much cheaper than it
can be developed by any Government for
the simple reason that most of these
farmers' sons can get plant and equipment
from their parents in order to help them
develop the land that they might select.
They can also draw on the experience of
their parents who have handled that
type of country before them. Further-
more, these types of settlers do not ask
the Government for money to develop their
farms. However, in the road board dis-
tricts I have mentioned there is not one
acre available for selection; it is just
inconceivable.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: It is retarding the
progress of the district.

The Hon. F. D. WILLMOrI7: The
Government should give serious considera-
tion to this matter. I do not think we
will ever get any sense into the argu-
ment between the Forests Department

and the Lands Department until those
departments are brought under the one
ministerial head, because their business
is so interlaced and interrelated. I feel
it is necessary for them to be brought
under the one ministerial head if we
are ever going to succeed in getting co-
ordination between the Forests Department
and the Lands Department.

With those few remarks I support the
motion.

THE HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metro-
politan) [7.481: Like the others who have
spoken before me I would like to offer
you, Sir, my congratulations on your eleva-
tion to the post of President of this august
Chamber. It is interesting to realise that
the character of this Chamber has al-
lowed so many to give of their peculiar
characteristics and qualities to the House.
so conferring on it great and lasting bene-
fit. it is surprising to me to realise how
quickly time goes, because I can remember
the days when Sir Harold Seddon sat
where Mr. Griffith is sitting now and
made a survey of the finances of this
State. We often used to wonder what
would happen when Sir Harold-then
Harold-gave up the study which he made
annually of the financial reports of this
State. To think that 11 years have elapsed
since then is hardly credible.

I would also offer my congratulations to
Mr. Loton for the work he did as Presi-
dent. I often look back and find-even in
this Chamber-that the man who is active
and takes unto himself a considerable
amount of work very often builds up op-
position to himself. It is a curious trait
in human nature. I would also like to
extend to our Chief Secretary, who is
struggling with his terrible disease, a wish
for his speedy return to health and ability
to return to this Chamber, because we miss
him.

As I have said before, this Chamber
allows individuals to contribute greatly to
the State according to their talents. We
have had some very excellent Chief Secret-
aries of, I think, different personalities;
and In the time I have been here I have
seen two from the Government side of
the House. I refer to Mr. Kitson and Mr.
Fraser. This has made the attendance at
this House a considerable pleasure. It
is pleasing to hear Bills explained in
such an able manner by those who hold
the post of Chief Secretary.

When the session starts in this Cham-
ber each year, the Chief Secretary always
adopts the attitude of preserving our in-
alienable rights by moving to introduce
a Bill. I was very interested to read lately
of that wonderful period in the history of
the libel laws of England. which occurred
around the 18th century. Previously mere
publication of a seditious libel was an
offence irrespective of whether it was true;
and the jury had to give a verdict only
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on whether publication had occurred and
not upon the question of the published
matter being libellous. Charles Pratt. Earl
of Camden said. "Will I be right to tell a
free people, happen what will, you shall
never complain?"

That Is the reason for my speech. There
are certain things about which I desire
to complain, although my speech will not
be all complaint. In a memorable work
by a man named Ivar Lissner, written In
German. not translated into English,
we find this story of the nations, their
growth and their life. it is as follows:-

Egypt's three thousand years of
history may seem an amazing achieve-
ment in the art of living, self-pre-
servation and culture, but there are
other races which exhibit the same
Peculiar 3.000-year 'rhythm'. A people
starts its history with the art of
writing. It experiences cultural
zeniths and periods of foreign domina-
tion. It is defeated, Its blood is
adulterated with that of other races.
and, somewhere about the middle of
Its lifetime-after 1,500 years or so-
It enters upon Its age of dictators and
generals. It plunges into the depths
again, revives to enjoy new days of
greatness, and ends its history after
about 3,000 years. We find this span
of existence in the case of the Greeks,
too, if we let their history begin about
1400 B.C. and end in A.D. 1453 with
the conquest of Byzantium by Moham-
mned II. We can gauge the life span
of Europe and America in the same
way, If we assume central European
or Western history to have started In
AD. 451 with the Battle of the Cata-
launian Fields. If we adopt the prin-
ciple of a 3,000 year history 'rhythm'.
then we are now situated exactly on
the half way mark of our life span.
We are in the age of generals and dic-
tators. We are at the stage which
Egypt bad reached after the Middle
Kingdom. We can expect wars and
annihilation followed by a golden age.
According to this theory. Europe Is still
far removed from her last plunge, her
final decadence and her hour of death.
We still have 1,500 years before us.

What a true picture of today, when we
realise that we are in the hands of generals
and dictators. No one In this House would
doubt for a moment that as history is
being written It Is dominated by dictators
of almost every country; and that almost
every country is dictating to someone else
about their behaviour In general. One
finds this form of dictatorship is not only
exhibited by generals, but it has permeated
through the lives of many of the lesser
forms of society; and we find ourselves
,ting a life which is governed by the dic-
tatorship of many holding little or much
iuthority.

It is a sad reflection on our times that
we are prepared to put up with this sort
of thing: but it looks as if history is going:
to repeat itself. The fact that we are
almost going to suffer annihilation by these
dictators and generals is really very poor
recompense for the fact that the next
generation will be living in a golden age.
It Is possibly up to each one of us In the
nation to realise that we are permitting
this form of dictatorship and that we
should raise our voices against it.

There must be a number of us here who
were Impressed with an article which ap-
peared in "The West Australian" the other
day, headed "Pour Loves of Johnson."
and it is a sad commentary upon our times
that any man, no matter to which poltical
party he may belong, who is respected over
a long period of years can suddenly be re-
jected by his Party-and again I repeat.
whichever Party it might be-because we
have had something of aL very similar nature
close to home, This has happened to this
particular man because he raised his voice
against the action of the party or the path
it Is taking, When he left his life's labour.
there was not one of his friends with the
courage to stand up and say. 'Well done."
It is a very dangerous situation in which
we, as a people, find ourselves.

As I have said, we have seen it close to
home. It is something of which we should
take stock and realise that we must re-
store to the individual his right of criticism,
We must, as the Earl of Camden said, not
deprive the people of their right to com-
plain, no matter what position they may
occupy. I think many of us will start to
think furiously when we realise that
aspect,

The Minister for Railways: It has hap-
pened In the Western Australian Parlia-
ment.

The Hon. J. G. ISLOP: Yes I know it
has.

The Minister for Railways: Recently.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I said it had
happened close to home. it is not common
to any one party; it is becoming part of
our way of life. We are submitting to this
sort of middle-age state of affairs and
bowing to dictators. We find it even in the
lesser walks of life. We also find it when
Individuals in this House ask questions.
When they get a reply It Is almost an auto-
matic, "No." Many times in the past we
have seen suggestions which have been
made by members in this or in another
place given an automatic "No" before they
have bean investigated. It Is becoming a
common part of everyday life for the Per-
son in authority to pa little or no respect
to the rights of others: a very serious state
of affairs. One can almost say that public
life is now being governed by the art of the
negative response and that what one says
does not count because the person to whom
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it is said Is In a position to exercise auth-
ority, with the result that the person mak-
ing the approach is considered not to be
entitled to make suggestions.

one sees that illustrated qite often. As
I said in this Chamber only a day or so
ago, members may feel that what they say
in this House has no bearing because
nothing results from it, yet after either a
short time or perhaps a much longer time
It may be taken up and used by someone in
authority as a very good idea. Therefore,
Provided one is thick-skinned enough not
to worry but adopts the attitude that even'-
thing is all right so long as the suggestion
ultimately takes effect, one may sleep well,
but if one allows such a situation to be a
cause of worry, very likely one will suffer
from insomnia. That is the position in
which we often find ourselves in the present
age.

The other day I asked a question as to
whether the Minister for Health would
consider classifying some well established
hospitals which are now In Class C, as
Class A. medical, In order that certain
changes could take place. Exactly as I ex-
pected, that question met with an auto-
matic, "No," the reply being, "It is con-
sidered that the present system of classi-
fication is adequate to the purpose." Auth-
ority had spoken. Unless this House is
prepared to reject that kind of thing, the
position will become worse. I propose now
to give some of the reasons why I asked
that question.

Hospital beds are hard enough to find
In any case at the present time, and some-
times one has to wait for days before find-
ing one for a patient. Admittedly the
Major hospitals will do their utmost to
house an urgently III patient, but someone
else less urgently Ill. yet whose need Is
gre.'t, may have to wait some days before
entry into one or other of our hospitals-

The Hon. G. Beninetta: That is the
Position in Kalgoorlie today.

The Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: I asked the
question that I have mentioned because
recently a hospital, which I shall not
name-as I do not want to advertise it-
started off as a medical hospital and
staffed Itself with fully trained nurses.
It is a beautifully equipped hospital for
the purpose, but it contains no surgical
theatre. The result is that under our
present regulations it cannot be classed
as an A class hospital. It fills the bill
quite adequately for many cases that
require only medical treatment-there are
many cases admitted to hospital requiring
only such treatment, and possibly less
th'n h-jlf of the patients in a hospital
require the surgical use of the theatre
-but because this hospital. no matter how
well equipped it may be in other directions,
has no surgical theatre, the department
says it can-not be classed as an A Class
hospital.

The result of th~s is that the Hospital
Benefit Fund pays nothing to a patient
in this hospital, even though he may be
insured against sickness. The curious
position arises that if one has a sick
patient In "The Mount" or St. John of
God Hospital and says, "I think you would
be much better off in this outer subur-
ban medical hospital," and transfers the
patient to it, thus liberating a bed in the
major hospital, then following the transfer
no hospital benefit is paid other than that
paid by the Commonwealth Goverrnment.

The difficulty is that the Hospital Bene-
fit Fund does not pay for convalescent
treatment. This curious position arises;
that If a case is admitted to that hospital
as an acute case the fund will pay. In
fact It will pay in regard to any C class
hospital, but the usual C class hospital has
no night staff, or possibly only one nurse
on duty at night and, more often than not,
she may Dot be a trained nurse, so how
can we admit an acute case to a C class
hospital-although it could be done in
the case of the hospital to which I have
referred, as the department knows quite
well. In spite of that, the department
refuses to act in the matter and simply
replies that the present system of classi-
fication is adequate.

The result of all this is that unless there
is a sufficient number of people prepared
to pay to enter the hospital to which I
have referred, and which charges much
the same as any other first class hospital,
the place will degenerate into the category
of many C class hospitals where only
the Infirm or aged can be admitted. If
that happens this hospital will have to
do away with its trained staff and allow
the conditions there to deteriorate. That
is what will happen if the department will
not change its policy, being apparently
completely out of touch with the require-
nments of the position. I think we should
always endeavour to improve the standard
of hospitals rather than allow it to de-
teriorate.

I asked a further question and members
may recall that about two years ago,
during the debate on the Address-In-
reply, I spoke at length on the urgent
need for the reclassification of the claims
of the miner in relation to silicos. I
pointed out that the more progressive
countries of the world were discarding
silicosis as a basic claim and were using
the words "pulmonary disability', which,
of course, means that there are cases
which show little silicosis. but which have
developed disabilities which Prevent them
from working.

I have seen men from Kalgoorlie who
have not had just treatment, because the
amount of silicosis exhibited in their
lungs by radiological means is not large
although they have disabilities which pre-
vent them from working.

The Hon. E. M. Heenan: Might they
be predisposed to the trouble?
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The Hon. J. G. HIfSLOP: There are
certain conditions under which, if the in-
dividual is susceptible, slicosis will develop.
The other day I saw a man who had
worked in the mines-most of the time
underground-for about 40 years and
doubt was expressed in the X-rays as
to whether he had silicosis, yet he was
crippled with pulmonary disability and was
quite unfit for work. He was going to
have a frightful battle to get any com-
pensation. because the X-ray did not
establish sufficient change due to silicosis
to permit the radiologist at the Kalgoorlie
laboratory to sign to the effect that this
man was suffering from silicosis. When I
asked the Minister if he was prepared to
discard silicosis as seen by X-ray, as the
main basis for this man's compensation,
the reply I received was, "Compensation
for silicosis is at present estimated on
pulmonary disability. Radiological find-
ings are one of the means used in deter-
mining pulmonary disability."

The Ron. L. A. Logan: Didn't you know
it?

The Hon. J, 0. HISLOP: It was news to
me and I think it would be news to Gold-
fields members and to many of those who
have been refused compensation on the
Goldfields. This shows how completely
out of touch the department is. I have
a form here which deals with the medical
examination of a claimant and on the
back It states-

If the industrial disease certified to
is silicosis of the lungs, miner's
phthlsls or pneumoconiosis detail the
steps you have taken to satisfy your-
self of the correctness of your diag-
nosis.

I can assure members that if one had not
the X-ray Plate this document would not
be accepted. Fuirther, the form reads-

State briefly the worker's present
symptoms in regard to (a) industrial
disease of the lung and (b) non-
industrial disease of the lung-

So it has been divided, over the years,
to read, "How much is due to the silicosis
which you see on the X-ray plate and how
much further disability has he got?" and
he Is allowed no compensation for that
disability whether the two are combined
or not. I would charge each member of
this House who represents the Goldfields
to take that reply from the Minister back
to the Goldfields-

The Hon. 0, Bennetts: I have taken it
back and it is in the hands of the A.W.D.,
which controls union affairs in this re-
gard.

The Hon. J1. G, HISLOP: It is distressing
when one puts forward something to the
department and receives a reply which is
completely out of keeping with the prac-
tice over so many years that it is obvious
someone just does not know, or has simply
answered the question in % way which hl

thought would be acceptable. I again
charge the Minister who administers the
Workers' Compensation Act to examine
this Act carefully, because these men are
not receiving a fair deal. If he inquires
at the Public Health Department he will
find there any amount of literature that
will explain to him-as I tried to explain
in this Chamber two years ago-the rea-
son why silicosis is now discarded in fav-
our of pulmonary disability as the con-
dition under which the worker can claim.
It is hard to explain why a man who
has worked 40 years underground and who
exhibits little or no change in his lungs,
but who is quite incapable of walking any-
thing but a very short distance, should be
regarded as having a condition which is
non-industrial.

The Hon. E. M. Heenan: Would you
say it is directly attributable to the nature
of the work?

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: The condition
is entirely the result of the conditions
under which the man has worked.

The Minister for Railways: If you certi-
fied to that in writing, would not that
help him to obtain compensation?

The Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: No, because I
have to state on the form that the trouble
is non-industrial-

The Minister for Railways: But you
could express an opinion.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I have done
that before now, In more places than one.
I will now speak about the hospital situ-
ation in a different way. Whilst the Hos-
pitals Benefit Fund and the subsidy paid
by the Commonwealth Government has
conferred a benefit on a great number of
people, there is still much room for im-
provement. I am not complaining about
the way the individuals maintaining the
fund are carrying out their duties: it is
the limitations laid down by the fund
which cause so much difficulty.

To my mind it brings about a condi-
tion that deserves our consideration.
There was a time when, if a patient came
to a doctor, the doctor's findings on that
individual were a close professional secret
except for some adequate reason which
the law laid down and maintained. How-
ever, in the position which exists under
the Hospitals Benefit Fund, if a contri-
butor made a claim within a short period
after joining the fund, the fund would, of
course, want to know if the complaint was
a pre-existing disease. It would not hesi-
tate to send a form to the patient saying,
"Please sign this so that we may have
the information on our files."

This practice does not happen now anrd
again, but is a frequent occurrence ex-
perienced by Individuals who have been
in the fund for a short period only- It
now means that just because money is
involved there is a third person who has
Paine into the picture between the doctor
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and the patient. The position now is that
simply because an individual has only just
become a contributor to a hospital benefit
fund he must be prepared to comply with
the request of the prganisers of the fund
who want some information regarding his
illness, and to say, 'You can haveP the
whole of my medical history."

The Hon. L. C. Diver: And many eyes
may see it.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Yes. I sug-
gest that even though a scheme is intro-
duced into the State which is the re-
sponsibility of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment I would, if I were Minister for
Health, regard it as my duty to care for
the welfare of the people in this State
who are subscribers to a hospital bene-
fit fund and I would not hesitate to take
the matter up with the Commonwealth
Government. That is the attitude which
is adopted with some Commonwealth mea-
sures because those that legislate some
thousands of miles away to provide for
the needs of the community in this State,
in many ways do not provide for them.

I have stated quite frequently that
neither the Workers' Compensation Act,
nor the Hospitals Benefit Fund reall
cares for the person who is seriously ill.
Under the provisions of the Workers'
Compensation Act, a man who loses the
tip of his finger or something of the sort
is adequately compensated, but the man
who falls off a building and fractures his
spine eventually to become a permanent
invalid, obtains relatively little compen-
sation.

In the same way, an individual who
has a serious illness has his benefits re-
stricted by the fact that there is a lim-
ited period set down over which the Hos-
pitals Benefit Fund will pay for the ex-
penses of hospital accommodation in any
one year. So the position is that if one
has a short illness one is adequately cared
for by the benefits obtained, but if one
suffers a serious illness, one is not so well
cared for. In short, the scheme is not
administered in the interests of those who
really need the benefits and who require
-every consideration.

Thought might be given, therefore, by
those in authority in this State, to ascer-
tain whether some approach could not
be made to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to ensure that all hospital benefit
schemes prove to be of the utmost bene-
fit to all contributors.

I now come to more mundane matters
because I intend to speak, for a few mo-
ments, on traffic. We have all been very
interested to see conditions altering in the
city. We have been interested to note
the almost major moves that have been
made to control traffic; some with con-
siderable success. I think those who are
performing this task should be applauded
for their efforts and I think that in the
mngln they will ultimiately be successful.

Some points in their programme could
be criticised, but I think they would be
of a minor nature.

There is one aspect that might be given
more consideration and that is the routing
of the buses through the city. The buses
which run along Hay-st. from east to west
are surely a menace to traffic and one day
a disaster will occur in the middle of that
street when a bus suddenly swings out into
the congested traffic. Almost everyone that
one speaks to considers that the re-routing
of buses along Hay-st. was a grave mistake.
The trains used to travel on a fixed line,
but not so the buses. I would make a
suggestion-which might be taken up in
some years' time-that Hay-st., from
Barrack-st. to William-st.. be closed to all
traffic as an experiment and that that
area be made into a sort of village shop-
ping site as is being done in many of the
reconstructed cities throughout the world.

In the reconstructed cities of Japan that
is what happened to shops of the character
one sees along Hay-st., and I have since
recently learned that the same thing is
happening in the cities of South America
and in some of the cities of West Germany.

The Hon. E. M. Heenan: Some shop-
keepers would Oppose that, would they
not?

The Hon. J. 0. HISLO)P: That is not so
in the main because shopping can be
done much more easily, and the people find
that type of shopping is of great benefit
because they can wander about freely
from shop to shop. In fact, even now the
people cross the street quite freely with-
out any "by Your leave." One often sees
large numbers of people crossing the street
whilst traffic is travelling from east to
west. A similar experiment could be
tried in Albany Highway, Victoria Park,
in the area from Duncan-st. at the top of
the hill near the Broken Hill hotel. At
that spot it can be seen that various firms
have extended their activities in a big
way, and if they are not very careful, in
five Years. because of the lack of parking
space, they will have to move out still fur-
ther and, as a result, decentralisation will
occur.

I am convinced that shopkeepers are
quite willing to experiment with the idea
of closing Hay-st. to traffic from Barrack-
st. to William-st. for a year in order to
watch the subsequent development. At
the same time, I would suggest that the
delivery of all goods to the establishments
in that area should take place outside shop-
ping hours. If that were done I think we
would then get something like a controlled
area in the city. The other day. I came
across an Interesting point in regard to
the administration of buses. One would
have thought the new Metropolitan Pas-
senger Transport Trust would have the
authority to control all bus stops, but I
learn that this comes under the jurisdic-
tion of the TrAnsPort Board. Surely ther§
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is going to be a great deal of overlapping
If we are to have several organisations
making decisions in regard to public
transport. If the Metropolitan Passenger
Transport Trust is to be placed in charge
of the running of buses, surely it should
decide where the bus stops shall be.

I cannot ascertain whether this is a
new move or not, because quite recently a
number of these bus stops have been moved
back from the street corners in the inter-
ests of safety. Did the Transport Board
decide that the bus stops should be in
their original position and has it now de-
cided that it Is wiser to shift them back
from the street corners or, what is the
position? I should think that when an
authority is to take over the whole of the
bus services it should be given the power
to decide where the buses are to stop in
order to pick up passengers.

if this matter were Investigated we would
soon ascertain whether there was any great
deal of overlapping. If this new transport
trust Is to be a Government-controlled
organisation it might be wise to have a look
at the situation in order to effect some
saving in the direction I have indicated.

This year it seems that everyone has
turned their thoughts to the North-West.
Certainly it has become a subject on which
much has been said. It has become a
matter of interest.-

The Minister for Railways: A talking
point.

The Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: I am going to
say something that might not be liked,
whether it be a talking point or not. We
must look at the North-West in a proper
perspective. I think we must realise that
we will never see large cities established
in the North-West because the present
avocations there do not tend towards
the collection of large numbers of human
beings. If we are going to have congrega-
tions of people we have to provide avenues
of employment for them. There have to
be such establishments as naval bases, or
harbour trusts or air force stations be-
cause the pastoral and other areas are not
going to be of any value In establishing
large cities unless we discover something
of the nature of Mt. Isa; and even a
centre such as that must have only a
limited life.

Should we discover great quantities of
minerals, as they have in Queensland. that
might alter the picture, but nothing else
will. Therefore. I consider it is only wish-
ful thinking to hope that the North-West
will eventually hold a large population. I
would be extremely happy if that did hap-
pen but I think, looking at it calmly, we
can say it will certainly not happen in our
lifetime. We must also realise that in
trying to govern that vast area from here

we will never make a success of it. I can-
not imagine that those members who re-
present the North-West in this Parliament
are going to have a tremendous influence
on that area.

I have said many times, since I first
attended the Whim Creek conference-
which started the ball rolling-that the
place from which to govern the North-
West is in the North-West. It might
be better if we had a commission in the
North-West with a representative in the
Commonwealth Parliament and another
sitting in this 'House. At the present
moment it seems a tremendous anomaly to
me that we have six members in this Par-
liament representing the northern areas.
In this House we have a 10 per cent re-
presentation for 9.000 people.

in the North there are 9,000 people
while in my province there are 41,000 on
the roll and in the Suburban Province
there are 36,000 to 39,000. So it appears
that the balance of voting is out of all
proportion. I doubt very much whether
the North-West members in this House,
by their mere presence, contribute very
greatly to the benefit of the North, al-
though they all desire to do that. But
they do exercise a considerable proportion
of the votes that are cast in regard to
what happens to the rest of the State. and
in many cases in regard to what happens
in the metropolitan area.

I believe the time will come when the
North-West will have to be governed on
the basis of a commission established in
the North-West right among the people.
I do not believe that the people there can
be effectively governed from here.

The Minister for Railways: In which
town do you suggest the commission should
sit?

The Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: Whichever
one the Government selects.

The Minister for Railways: Many of
the towns are 300 miles from each other.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Even so. that
would mean easier access.

The Minister for Railways: The people
in some cases cannot ring each other up.

The Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: How does
the Minister reconcile the fact that some
towns in the North are to be connected
to Sydney by telephone?

The Minister for Railways: We do not
agree.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I know I am
right in saying that the North-West is
being joined to Sydney by telephone.

The Minister for Railways.: You are
wrong. Which part of the North-West are
you talking about?

The Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: Very soon
some people in the North-West will be con-
nected to Sydney by telephone, and the
isolation will be removed.
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The Minister for Railways: People in
Carnarvon or Darwin can even now be
connected to America by telephone, but
they are not connected to each other,

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I believe the
situation will be altered with connections
to the Eastern States. I do not intend
to start a debate on the telephone services
in the North.

The Minister for Railways: Perhaps
that is Mr. Court's new deal for the North,
about which we have not heard.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: In all the years
I have been here I have said that some-
thing can be done for the North-West. it
is my view if the members representing
that district were stationed there-in the
form of a commission set up in any centre
considered suitable-that portion of the
State could be governed more effectively.
That would be much more effective than
having three members down here where
they can be beard but where finance is
not available.

The Minister for Railways: Do you
champion the idea that the present mem-
bers for the North should sit in Canberra?

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I did not go
that far. That is the note on which I wish
to conclude. I believe that one of these
days the whole representation in this
House will have to be altered, especially
when we realise that a great number of
people are living in the metropolitan area
which is divided into two provinces, while
the rest of the representation is divided
among the balance of the provinces.

The Hon. L. C. Diver: The people here
are living off the rest of the State.

The Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: That is not
true. Each section relies on the other.
People in the country might get by without
the people in the metropolitan area, but
not for long, and vice versa. We ought
to realise that we are a people. We should
not be divided into the metropolitan and
Country areas, but we should take steps
to level out the voting in this House which
unfortunately has lost much of its review
character. When changes do take place
In this House we will have to bear in mind
the large percentage of people who are on
the rolls of the metropolitan and suburban
provinces; and we should recognise the
fact that those provinces are getting too
large for their present representatives to
look after.

THE HON. A. R. JONES (Midland)
(8.351: I rise to support the motion before
the House. Before speaking to it I would
like to congratulate You, Sir, on attaining
the high office of President. Together
with others, I feel it is a fitting way to
end your long and varied career in the
Parliaments of Western Australia and the
Commonwealth.

I would also like to express my feelings
towards the Immediate past President and
to utter the opinion which is 22014 by us

all that in regard to looking after the
Parliament buildings and the future ex-
tensions we all owe him a great deal. Flor
his vigorous efforts we are indebted.

It is surprising that each year, since I
have been in this House over the last
eight years we have returned after each
session of Parliament, saddened by the
loss of several hon. members since the con-
clusion of the previous session. As has
been said by other speakers, we have suf-
fered a loss with the passing of the late
Sir Harold Seddon, a past President, and
from the State point of view with the
passing of Senator Harrie Seward; also
with the passing of Mr. Rodoreda and Mr.
Ackland, hon. members of another place.
In the passing of all those men we as aL
State have suffered a severe loss. Ths
makes one cognisant of the fact that we
are not here for very long. While we are
here we should do the best job possible
with the opportunities available to us.

I now wish to make a brief comment
upon the economic situation as I see it.
I only wish I were eloquent enough to
pass on some of may thoughts. Each year
I have expressed them and tried to point
out that we have to keep our economy in
Australia prosperous. I feel that I have
not done justice to myself because no one
seems to take any notice of me, anyway.
Like Dr. Hislop, I consider that we, per-
haps, could save the breath we use.

If ever there was a time in the last
ten years when we as members of Parlia-
mnent should set an example, It is now,
because although we boost the morale of
the people and ourselves by saying that
everything is all right, everything is not
as good as we would like it to be in this
country. We have only to consider the
bare facts. In the last 12 months this
country lost £150,000,000 of overseas ex-
ports. What a tremendous impact that
must have had on the economy of the
country.

I realise that the primary production
of this State in the past year amounted to
only eight per cent. of the total produc-
tion of Australia, but we must not forget
that the total primary production amounted
to between 80 and 90 per cent, of the ex-
portable products of this country. If those
exportable products were not available
then many industries would suffer. So it
behaves us to keep strongly in mind the
necessity to produce from the sol-
whether it be gold, other minerals, wool,
grain, fruit or the other products. In so
doing we should keep the people producing
those commodities in the country in a
happy frame of mind, because it is Only
in the country that those things can be
produced.

I, and the party to which I belong, have
been criticised as being a farmers' party
and that we care only for the farmers.
That is a most ridiculous criticism and it
Is entirely unjustified. We call ourselves
t~be Cpuptry Party perhaps for want of a
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better name, Just as the Labour Party calls
itself the A.LP. for want of a better name.
and the Liberals call themselves the
Liberal Party. We had to give our organ-
isation a name and we chose the Country
Party for the reason that we are a Coun-
try Party but we are not a farmers' party;
we are a party which cares for the welfare
of country people. We must keep In mind
the fact that one section of the people
cannot live without the other. In repre-
senting the country people we are repre-
senting a minority of the population. But
if we keep in mind the welfare and progress
of the State we will be doing a service to all
the people.

I claim that, as a member of the Coun-
try Party, If I only look after the interests
of the farmer-dairy, fruit, wheat or sheep
-I am doing a good job. While we are
are able to keep that section of the com-
munity prosperous and happy, we are
keeping the rest of Australia prosperous
and happy. But of course I disclaim the
assertion that I am just a representative
of the farmers. I feel we all have a duty
to do, whether it be to the country people
or the city people. I consider the city
people have just as much obligation to
look after the country people as we have.

We are all aware of the facts and
figures we see printed, and we know that
If the producer of an article which is ex-
portable does not receive a sufficient price
for his product, or if a drop in price occurs
and his income is reduced by £1,000 a
year, other people in the country will also
suffer. The businessman suffers because
such a person cannot spend as much.
When miners or pastoraliats have not
enough money to spend, when the gold-
mining industry is not spending as it has
In years gone by, naturally there is some
slight recession in business.

It surprises me to hear some people ad-
vocating that we Must foster our secondary
industries. I agree that secondary indus-
tries should be fostered, providing those in-
dustries can be self-sufficient. To my way
of thinking it is useless to have secondary
industries which have to call on the State
or the Commonwealth Government for
large amounts of assistance, after their
teething stage, just to keep them going
and to keep men employed. Would it niot
be far better, if the State had £1,000,000 to
spend to start a secondary industry and
keep It going so as to employ labour, that
the money should be spent to employ
labour in mining, agricultural, or pastoral
pursuits where there Is an assured future,
an assured growth and an assured return?
The latter is the very thing we need to keep
the economy of Australia stable.

I shall touch on other matters before
I refer to the social life in the country as
compared with that of the city. When
I talk of the social life, I mean all those
things which tend to make living better,
safer and happier. At present we are
faced with a downward fall of £150,000,000

roughly, in primary production. Our
markets are harder to maintain, and we
are faced with the position that we are
not more than a week away from the open-
ing wool sale, but no-one seems to have
a clue as to what the wool position will
be.

Ours is a country which can grow wheat
as cheaply as any other, but because of
the changing freight rates we do not
know what the position in regard to wheat
is going to be. Our butter is priced off
the market in the Old Country. and our
meat seems to be less sought after than
it was. So the picture is not a happy
one, but we have to face up to it. As
members of Parliament we should put
our heads together and try to co-operate a
little more than we have in the past.
The employers and the employees should
co-operate, too. The unions can play
their part in this matter, and so can the
newspapers. The people could then be
informed of the position and told how
they must all work together so that we
may pull through these times which,
while not serious, are alarming to the
extent that we must do something.

At present we have three parties re-
presented in another place and here. Hon.
members represent people from all walks
of life, because In every electorate there
are people of all political colours, and
they should try to co-operate more. It
baffles me why, when we get good men
in a party, we cannot make better use of
them. Maybe I am too much of an ideal-
ist, but I point out that in more disastrous
times-when we have wars-we seem to be
able to deal with the common cause by
sitting around a table, irrespective of
party or creed, and doing what is best for
the country.

The present time is one when we should
be discussing things and doing our best
for the State. Is it not wrong to think
that next March there may possibly be
a change of Government here, and as
a result two or three good Ministers-in
my opinion-in the present Ministry, would
be passed over? In the same way, is It
not wrong that when a Government of
another colour goes out of office some
brilliant men are passed over and their
places are taken by others who are not
so good?

Would it not be possible, in the interests
of Australia, to elect the best we have
in both Houses? It may be said that we
cannot do this while we have political
parties such as we have today. But I
think we should. We could be elected by
our electors to whatever party we stand
for, and then, according to the strength
of the parties in the two Houses, the
Ministry or the Government could be
formed.

It is not possible to achieve this over-
riurht, but many people have thought about
this matter and expressed their thoughts
on it. It would probably take years to
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bring this about. We members here
should be tolerant, one of another, and
discuss among us what is best for Aus-
tralia and the whole world. Today some-
one has to come from somewhere and give
a lead, or there will be one hell of a bust.
Tolerance is something that we need. We
also want to have clear thinking and
be able to swallow our pride and accept
the other fellow's point of view, if it
is good. Everyone has good ideas and
good points of view, Even though a
suggestion put forward by a person might
be silly, it may contain a germ of sense
which if taken seriously, can be used.

I suggest, too, that all employers try
to co-operate more with their employees
and that the employees co-operate with
the employers. I do not think there is
much bad feeling between employers and
employees. The days have gone when
the employer did all sorts of things to get
the maximum out of his employees. Some
wise and courageous men In the past took
up the battle on behalf of the employees
and formed what we know today as unions.
These unions have fought for better work-
ing conditions and shorter hours for the
employees. They sought to have young
people banned from doing strenuous work
and to Improve conditions in industry
generally.

What they did was wise, but the posi-
tion now seems to'have got a little out of
hand. We find that some. unions have
become so strong that they dictate the
terms. The tables are now turned. I
feel that 90 per cent. of the employers
and possibly 90 per cent. of the employees
are prepared to tread the middle-of-the-
road path, but we will always find the
10 per cent. on one side or the other
that causes trouble. Having spoken to
men who belonged to unions for many
years, I have no doubt that today the
unions are not controlled by the men
themselves but by a few disruptionists
who cause trouble.

The unions have their part to play in
helping us over the difficult times that
we now face. They can throw out these
people who make trouble. Also they
should settle their differences in regard
to deciding which union shall do certain
work. Does it not seem wrong that at
Albany we have two unions fighting over
the question of who shall carry out the
work of loading wheat on a. Japanese ship
which is tied up there with no labour to
load It? We might say that we are not
paying for it, but that the Japanese ship-
ping people are. But that shipping com-
pany will not be the loser ultimately be-
cause on the next trip It will say to the
people in Western Australia that it wants
another is, a. bushel freight. Therefore,
as a people we will receive one shilling
a bushel less for our wheat. These
troubles *want ironing out. The unions
want to get closer together and co-operate
a little more so tbat we will not be haras-
sed by that type of thing.

Now and again unions will have trouble
and will strike over the question of who
shall remove a certain bolt from the
chassis of a tram, truck or railway engine.
To my mind that is petty. If the unions
cannot manage their affairs better than
that, they will get to the point where they
will not do Australia or themselves any
good.

I mentioned that I felt the newspapers
had a part to play. They should, in these
times, play a bigger part than they have
previously. We do not get much of the
sort of news that should be given to the
people. We get plenty of stuff that is of
no real interest to the community. It is
just bashed up news concerning murders,
accidents and so on; and telling us of
things that have happened in America.
But what Is news and what should be
told to the people is left out of our news-
papers. I think Mr. Logan said that a
complete report was made of the sittings
of a board that came here to interview
those who sought a licence for t~v. I can
recall seeing in the Press, pages of the re-
port covering those sittings, but I never
read one word of it because I was not the
slightest bit interested. Apart from "The
West Australian," which was one of the
companies seeking a television licence, and
its opposition, no one was interested in
the matter.

When it comes to reporting what hap-
pens in another place and here, so that
the people in the far-flung parts of the
State will know what is being considered
in Parliament, nothing is done. One need
only go 20 miles from here, or one might
simply talk to the person in the street,
to be asked what is happening in Parlia-
ment, and told by that person, "I have
seen nothing in the paper about it.

The Press should not only report what
Is happening in Parliament, but report
truthfully the information it receives. We
should be able to rely on what is published
in the newspaper, as we did 20 years ago.
I can recall that as a young man 30 years
ago, I took notice of what was published
in the Press. What was then printed
in "The West Australian" was regarded
as being 99 per cent. reliable. Today
when we pick up a newspaper we do not
know whether what is reported in it is
a lie or not. This may be because the
information they get is not correct.

I do not know whether this Is so, but
I know that when I was a bit of a country
correspondent for the paper, all I was con-
cerned about was boosting the district to
which I belonged, and telling the people
what was happening there and what we
could produce. I was not the slightest
bit interested in some poor fellow commrit-
ting suicide. If anything like that occur-
red. I did not write to the paper about
It, but I would get a reply-paid telegram
asking "Why did you not submit a report
with regard to this or that happening?"
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When I sent in something that was of
use to the State, I received about 3d. a
line for it. or nothing at all, but when
. sent In the report of an accident. I got

double fees, and I received extra money
for taking a picture of a car turned up-
side down with some poor fellow's arm
hanging out of it. When we get to the
stage when that sort of thing is what is
required, the position needs an overhaul.

It may be that the directors of the news-
paper are reaching the age of retirement,
and need replacing by younger blood. At
the moment "The West Australian" does
not seem to be led properly, but is Just
going along on its own merry way accord-
ing to those who are in charge. The
directors seem to have very little control.

To get down to more mundane things, I
mentioned previously that the gold in-
dustry, the finding of minerals, and the
pastoral industry all play a part in the
economics of this State. Not long ago I
had the opportunity of visiting a station
which is actually at the centre of Western
Australia, and I saw what one pastoralist,
Mr. Finch, was doing. He has started
some irrigation work; and he commenced
by irrigating lucerne. Quite a few others
have done the same thing since then but
this man is now irrigating general grazing
pasture. He has something like 160 acres
under irrigation and some of it is now in
its fourth year, some in its third1 and so
on, This pasture will carry 10 to 12 sheep
to the acre.

Some of the land, which had been under
pasture for only two years, and some
since only last August, carried more than
7 sheep to the acre during the recent dry
period. That man has spent £25,000 of
his own money on this work, and he feels
that a good deal more money than neces-
sary was spent because he did not have
the know-how or the equipment to do the
work. A lot of money was virtually wasted,
but if he had had the proper equipment,
and known how to do the work, his costs
would have been considerably reduced.

He also has a plan to trap water rather
than let it rush away as it does after a
storm bringing five or six Inches of rain,
spread over two or three days; or maybe
only one day as sometimes happens in that
country. As hon. memers know, usually
during a storm the water will rush down
the nearest watercourse and form into a
lake, lying there until such time as it
evaporates or goes saline. His present
water supply is obtained from porous rock
and he is able to draw up approximately
1,250,000 gallons a day. His plan Is, in-
stead of letting that storm water rush
away, to trap It with the porous rack.
There must be a big reservoir there because
the water table is at a depth of 18 to 20 ft.,
and during the two years of drought, until
the recent good rains, the water table re-
ceded three feet. He feels that there must
be a limit to the amount of water that can

be taken away, and therefore if it can be
trapped in the porous rock most of his
troubles will be over.

Apparently over the top of this porous
rock there is a hard layer and by opening
up the country and allowing the water to
Pour into the porous rock he will be able
to conserve considerably more water than
Is being conserved at present. He is seek-
Ing assistance from the Commonwealth
Government and the late Senator Seward
put up a proposition on his behalf. I
understand-although I am not sure of
it--that a man from the C.S.IaO. has
been made available to assess the position
to see if assistance can be given. I think
this pastoralist has. started something
which, if it can be proved-and I feel sure
It can be after seeing what he has done
already-will be of immense value to the
pastoral industry. His station will be free
from the effects of drought for ever be-
cause of the pasture he can grow and the
number of sheep he can carry to tide him
over the bad years, such as do occur in
that part of the State.

I think very little money would be
necessary to carry out the work. He esti-
mates that £15,000 would be sufficient for
the Project he has in mind. I trust that
the State Government, if approached, will
be right behind this scheme and that, if
the Commonwealth Government will not
Provide the money, it will be prepared to
grant £15,000 to Prove whether this man
is right or wrong. I feel positive, as Ike
does, that he is on the right track. If
we do not do something for the pastoral
Industry, and do not help it over the
drought Periods, it will be another indus-
try which will die out.

When I passed through that country
recently I could see an amazing difference
compared with 25 years ago. The natural
herbages and shrubs are gradually being
destroyed, and I think everything must
be done to see if those herbages cannot
be brought back again; or else experi-
ments must be tried with other grasses.
That country must be brought back into
production and we should do our best to
re-introduce the mulga. These properties
were producing more in years gone by than
they are today, and stations which pre-
viously ran 20,000 sheep-I am talking of
25 or 30 years ago-are today carrying
only 7,000 or 8,000.

So it seems that if something is not done,
and projects such as I have mentioned are
not given every encouragement, and ex-
perimental work is not carried out, in an-
other 25 years there will be no pastoral
areas at all. While I agree with Dr. Hislop
that great cities and large numbers of
people will not congregate in those areas,
if assistance is given it will enable some
people to make a living and so earn mil-
lions of pounds for Australia, and Western
Australia in Particular.
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I have always supported those hon. mem-
bers of the Goldfields who have brought
forward any plans to assist prospectors.
I think they should be given every possible
encouragement. As hon. members know, I
spent quite a few years in the golcimining
areas of this State, and I cannot think of
one mine in the eastern Goldfields that
I do not know well. There are many
anomalies connected with the industry at
present. I cannot remember the figures--
although Mr. Bennetts and other Gold-
fields members know them well-but men
are given assistance when they put their
crushings through the State batteries.

These prospectors have their ore treated
at a cheaper rate-that is, up to a certain
tonnage--but when they have developed
their mines to a certain stage the benefits
are reduced. A certain tonnage is laid
down and when that is exceeded they are
required to pay the full rates for crushing$;
in other words, there is no incentive for
them to make their small mines into big-
ger ones. I do not necessarily mean big
mines, but mines a little bigger than they
have at the moment and which would be
sufficient to keep a family occupied.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: If a mine turns
out to be a good one the miner has to
pay back that money to the Government.

The Hon. A. R. JONES: Yes. While
that anomaly exists we will not encourage
full production and I am of the opinion
that we should encourage full production
whether it be of a mine, a pastoral pro-
perty or a farming property-full produc-
tion should be our aim. I do not agree
with anybody who says that he is not going
to work hard, and put in a full crop, be-
cause taxation will only take the excess
anyway. In my opinion every acre of
round should be used to Produce the
maximum; but without taking every bit of
goodness out of it.

Another thing that has struck me as I
have gone through that country is the fact
that the old prospector that one used to
see 50 years ago, and to a lesser degree
25 years ago, is seldom seen now. There
is just one to be seen here and there. I
believe that the assistance which the State
makes available to these people is more
than double what it used to be a few years
ago, but it is still inadequate-it is not
enough to keep a man alive in that coun-
try. Unless sufficient money is made avail-
able to enable a prospector to equip him-
self fully no new goldfields will be found
in this State and the gold industry will
slowly disintegrate and die.

The Hon. E. M. Heenan: Don't you
think the answer lies in the Common-
wealth's giving the State Government more
money?

The Hon. A. R. JONES' M~y word I do!
I think one solution to the problem is for
America to do the decent thing and in-
crease the price of gold to enable the in-
dustry to carry on.

The Hon. C. H. Simpson: That's the
answer,

The Hon. A. R. JONES: Yes, but if we
as a Commonwealth, or as a State, do not
do more than is being done for the pros-
pectors at present, no new mines will be
found. It is all very well for us to say
there is sufficient gold at the Golden Mite
for it to carry on for at least another 50
years, or may be 100 years; but that will
only keep employed the 22,000 odd people
who are now resident in Kalgoorlie and
Boulder. It will not enable us to develop
any new mines.

If we could properly equip our prospec-
tors we would go a long way towards over-
coming the problem. There are still en-
ough good Prospectors who, if given the
proper equipment, could discover new
fields. My suggestion Is that an older
prospector-one with plenty of experience
-could take a younger man with him and.
perhaps, such equipment as a compressed
air drill and a small winch and other small
but necessary plant, and the two of them
would be able to do as much work in a
week as would take two other men with
a pick and shovel two months to do.

If something like that were done we
would have some chance of finding new
mines and new fields. Such a scheme
would not be very expensive and I think
one of these two-man units could he
located in each of the road board districts
-say one at Cue, one at Yalgoo and so
on. The road district authorities could
determine who should operate the plant.
These local authorities know the best pros-
pectors in their own districts and I think
it would be an idea well worth trying.

The Hon. G. Bennetts: There is a
mining registrar in each district.

The Hon. A. R. JONES: Yes. I think
we as a Parliament should appeal to the
Federal Government to make the neces-
sary funds available so that at least some
prospectors, properly equipped, can go out
and find new mines. If this scheme is
adopted, and a new field is found, it is
only right that the Government, after
having fully investigated the find, and de-
cided whether it was worth while being
put on the market, should receive some
return for the money it outlayed. If the
mine were sold to a company the two men
who found it could be given a certain
number of shares and the Government
could recoup itself for the money it laid
out in the first place. I cannot see how
the commonwealth Government could say.
"No," to such a proposal because it would
receive so much benefit from the dollars
earned.

r should now like to touch on the ques-
tion of iron ore. Some members have had
quite a deal to say about it and in my
opinion the Commonwealth Government
should at least give us the right to sell
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our own iron ore. If the Commonwealth
Government wants to retain that ore for
future purposes it should provide the State
with some compensation in lieu to enable
further development, Why should we, as
a State which possesses large holdings of
iron ore, be penalised to protect the whole
of Australia, to the extent of not being
permitted to handle, or develop, one ton of
ore, because the Commonwealth Govern-
ment wishes to retain it in reserve?

If the Commonwealth Government
wishes to adopt that attitude it should
say, "Instead of exporting 1,000,000 tons
we will pay you something in lieu to have
that ore stored away for the use of Aus-
tralia. at some future time." Only tonight
we were told by somebody that it would
cost in the vicinity of £1,000,000 to set up
a plant to treat and take away iron ore.
Apparently unless about 50,000,000 tons are
shifted it is not worth while. That may
be so. If it is. then no company will be
concerned with three or four million tons
at Tallering Peak or any other small
deposit. If a market can be found for this
ore, and the purchasers are prepared to
pay the price for it to be mined and
shifted to port, it should not be hard for
the Government to call tenders for the
ore to be mined and put on board ship
at Geraidton. The small deposits could
then be cleaned up and they would provide
an asset to the State.

As I have said, if the Commonwealth
Government is going to be so dogmatic
about these things and say that the ore
must be conserved for the future, that
Government should provide us with money
as indemnity for storing the ore.

The Hon. L. C. Diver: What will happen
if it is required 50 years hence?

The Hon. A. R. JONES: It is a very
remote possibility, as things are today,
that the ore will be required 50 years
hience. Every year we find there are sub-
stitutes being put for-ward for steel. It is
a long shot for anybody to say today that
in 50 years' time we will want all the iron
we have now. It is possible that not a
scrap of it will be used. I do not for one
moment say we should jeopardise our
future with respect to this iron ore, but
the Federal Government should at least
be fair to the State.

I feel I cannot sit down without making
some mention of the question of providing
assistance to struggling settlers, particu-
larly with regard to helping them to find
water. As we all know in some areas water
is most difficult to find. At this stage I
wish to support the remarks made by Dr.
Hislop. to the effect that one receives no
answer at all to the questions one asks.
Members will recall that Mr. Logan asked
a question the other day and, because I
feel the reply he received is lin the same
negative vein as that given to Dr. Hislop.

I propose to read it. In explanation how-
ever, I would say that the Mines Depart-
ment has set up two plants which visit the
country areas to drill for water where it
is difficult to find.

The geologist selects the sit-es and the
drilling Learn goes out with very good
equipment indeed. The arrangement that
exists is that the person who desires a drill
for water to be made-whether he be a
farmer or local resident who may require
water in his backyard-puts up £30 as a
bona fide payment. This was found to be
necessary because it was thought people
might ask for the drill to be brought to
a certain property, and when it arrived
they might have changed their minds.
When the hole is drilled on the selected
site no charge is made if it is not success-
fui. If it is successful. and water is found,
it is equipped with a bore casing for which
the farmer pays 30s. for a certain foot-
age, and 35s. a foot if it goes deeper, and
so on. Accordingly, it can become a very
expensive business. It is for this reason
that Mr. Logan was so concerned.

He was particularly concerned about the
struggling farmers, who had started four
or five years ago, and who, having sunk
their capital in their properties were not
able to run stock on them, because of a
lack of water. I will now read the Questions
and answers to which I have already
referred. The first question Mr. Logan
asked was as follows--

(1) (a) What number of water ex-
ploratory drilling plants are situate in
the fladgingarra district?

(b) Are they all working; if not
why not?

The answer to that was that there was
one plant situate in the Badgingarra dis-
trict. No reason was given why the other
plant was not there. Mr. Logan's concern
was that if it was not working at Badgin-
garra, it should have been at the Wungindi
area where it was needed. There was no
answer to the second portion of the ques-
tion. The next question asked by Mr.
Logan was-

(2) Is the Government aware that
the total cost of establishing a com-
plete water supply point in this area
is upwards of one thousand five
hundred pounds?

The answer to that was, "No." If they
do not know it will cost that amount to
sink to 400 feet at the rate of 30s. a foot,
together with a bore casing at 105. a foot,
and the installation of a windmill and
tank, there is something wrong, and these
officers should not be in their jobs. The
reason why that question was asked is
that it was felt it was not right that a
farmer should be Involved in a cost of
£1,500 without some assistance being given.
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No provision is made at the moment for
assistance to be given. The third question
asked wvas-

(3) Is the Government aware that
settlers concerned have no hope of
Providing this amount of money?

The answer to that was, "No." I would
point out, however, that the department
does know, because we have asked that
assistance be given, or that some sort o1
arrangements be made whereby the far-
mer could be accommodated, perhaps by
means of an overdraft or something along
those lines. The answer to the fourth
question is as follows:-

Settlers are required to pay only for
successf ul bores; the cost of dry holes
is borne by the Government.

To my mind that is a very poor answer.
The last Question asked was.-

(5) Has the person contracting for
the boring plant any control over the
depth to which a bore may be drilled?

The answer given was--
The maximum depth of a bore-hole

would be governed by the amount of
money the applicant was prepared to
spend on each bole.

So it will be seen that Mr. Logan found
out nothing at all, except, possibly, what
dumb clucks there are in the department.
If these are the types of answers we are
going to receive to our questions we might
just as well not ask any questions at all.
The same thing applied last year when we
asked questions about the railways. All we
received were jumbled replies. Somebody
in the department wants shaking up, and
the sooner the Minister in this House
brings the matter to the notice of his col-
leagues in the Cabinet the better it will
be for everyone concerned.

I want to conclude my remarks with
some reference to the closure of the rail-
ways which was effected some 12 months
ago. The Government might be in a posi-
tion to say that the finances of the rail-
ways have improved. I think I read some-
where that they were £1,100,000 better
than anticipated. That might be a very
good thing; but at whose expense? Is it at
the expense of cutting down costs or at the
expense of the poor people who are at the
end of these lines and who have had their
services cut off. I know that some of them
are quite happy with the closure of the
lines because in some instances they are
close to the ports or the cities to which
they convey their produce.

But there are many of them who are
suffering grave disabilities indeed. Not
only are they finding that the cost of cart-
age for their wheat and super is rising
this year as compared with last year, but
they realise they will also have to pay more
for their rail freights--everythiflg they
receive by way of small Parcels and goods

carries heavily increased freight. It would
appear, therefore, that whatever saving
has been made by the Government has
been made at the expense of these people
who need help.

The Minister for Railways: That is not
wholly correct.

The lion. A. R. JONES: It is correct to
a large extnt.

'ihe Minister for Railways: I admit part
of it, but not all of it.

Thle Hon. A. H. JONES: When the Min-
ister spoke on this matter last year he
anticipated making a saving of about
£500,000 by the closure of these railways.
We realise that some money will have to
be spent on other services and we antici-
Pate additional costs of about £250,000 by
cutting out the railways. Wha. ini~h have
been saved by the Government should
have been credited to those who require
the services of the railways most.

I am very pleased that the Government
has widened the scope of the inquiry into
the railways and I am glad that Commis-
sioner Smith will be visiting these arcas
in order to make full investigations. I feel
sure that when he reports back to the
Minister, the Minister will regret that he
closed these railways; if he does not
already feel sorry for this action. The
other night Mr. Griffith made mention of
the fact that the subsidy was to be de-
creased, and said it was wrong because it
would place a further burden on those
People who were finding the going hard.

I might remind the hon. member that
he had an opportunity to do something
about this last year. If at the moment he
is sorry for the decision that was made, I
will be more than pleased if he gets be-
hind our party in an endeavour to en-
courage the Government to re-open the
railways where the economy of the situa-
tion and the people demand that this be
done.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I was talking
about concessions which the Government
was offering to People who come here
and those which it is taking away from
People already here. That was the basis
of my remarks.

The Hon. A. R. JONES: Just now Dr.
Hislop referred to anomalies that exist in
this State in regard to hospitalisation. I
am going to make a plea to the Govern-
ment in regard to hospitals in outback
areas and the facilities which are available
to the people in those areas. Recently
when I was in Laverton, I was asked to
attend a hospital to see improvements
which had been made and renovations
which had been cardied out, At this hos-
pital I met the one and only member of
the staff. I know not whether she is a
matron or a sister, but she is the only
person on the staff of that hospital.
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The Medical Department is so poor that
It cannot provide her with 'ssistance in
any shape or form. The doctor happened
to be there on one of his visits-I think
he attends once or twice a week--and he
told me he had made application to the
medical authorities to have certain equip-
ment left at the Laverton hospital so that
he would not have to pick it up from the
Leonora hospital when he was required to
dash in a hurry to Laverton, where he
might be required to use the equipment
urgently. He gave me a detailed list of
this equipment, but I do not remember the
exact items. However, he intimated that
the cost would be £100. If he could get
this equipment and leave it at the Laverton
hospital, he would not have to bring any
from Leonora. He explained to me that
on one occasion after completing a job in
Leonora he had to make a rush trip to
Laverton and the equipment was not
sterilised. This had to be done at Layer-
ton.

Laverton Is one of those places which is
suffering disabilities at the moment be-
cause of its isolation. The hospital is com-
fortable and big enough to cope with the
needs of the district, but there is only one
on the staff. She is a brave and courageous
woman to stay there. She must have her
job thoroughly at heart. In spite of this,
the Medical Department turned down a
request for equipment which would cost
t1LO0. This shows how country people are
considered as against those in the city
where any application at all which is made
is immediately filled.

The Hon. G. Bcnnetts: Do the local
members know anything about it?

The Hon. A. R. JONES: I do not know,
but they do now. Having made these re-
marks, I feel I have said enough. I do not
know whether anybody has taken notice
of what I have said, but I do hope my early
comments in regard to co-operation be-
tween all parties, members, employers, em-
ployees and unions will not go unheeded,
because we certainly need co-operation at
the Present time. I have much pleasure
in supporting the Address- in-reply.

On motion by the Hon. J. Murray, de-
bate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (The
Hon. H. C. Strickland-North): I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
till 2.30 p.m. tomorrow.

House adjourned at 9.34 i~z

Wednesday, 20th August, 1958.
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